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| MESSAGE 

FROM THEPRESIDENT OF THE UNITED 
STATES TO BOTH HOUSES OF CON- 
GRESS, 


{Delivered on the 191h of March, 1798.) 


Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
Gentlemen of the Horte of Representativer, 


f Buy Dispatches from the Envoys Extraordi- 


nary of the United States to the French 


Republic, which were mentioned in my Message 

to both Houses of Congress of the 5th instant, 

have been examined and maturely considered. 
While I feel a satisfaction in informing you, 


that their exertions for the adjustment of the 


differences between the two Nations, have been 
vincere and unremicted, it is incumbent on me to 
declare, that I perceive no ground of expecta. 
tion, that the objects of their Mission cam be ac- 
complished on terms compatible with the safety, 
honour, or the essential intetests of the Nation. 

This tesult cannot with justice be attributed 
to any want of moderation on the part of this 
Government, or to any indisposition to forego 
secondaty interests for the preservation of Peace. 


Knowing it to be my duty, and believing ir to 


be your wish, as well as that of the great body 
of the People, to avoid, by all reasonable conces- 


ions, any participation in the contentions of 
Europe, the powers vested in our Envoys were 
commensurate with a liberal and paciſic policy, 
and that high confidence which might justly be 
reposed in the abilities, pat tiotism, and integrity 


ol the characters to whom the Negotiation was 


committed, After a careful review of the whole 


subject, with the aid of all. the information I 


have received, I can discern nothing which could 


have ensured or contributed to success, that has 


been omitted on my part, and nothing further 
which can be attempted, consistently with maxims 
for which our Country has contended at every .. 
hazard; and which constitute the dale of out 
National Sovereignty, | 

Under these circumstances, I cannot ads to 
reiterate the recommendations which formerly 
have been made, and to exhort you to adopt 
with promptitude, decision arid unanimity, such 


measures as the ample Resources of the Country _ 7; ' 


afford, for the protection of our Seafaring and 


Commercial Citizens; for the defence of any. ex» 


posed portions of our Territory; for replenisb- 
ing our Arsenals, establishing Founderies, and 
Military ManufaQtures ; and to ptovide such effi- 
cient Revenue, as will be necessary to defray ex- 
traordinary expences, and supply the deficiences 
which may be occasioned by depredations on our 
Commerce. 


A The 
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The present state of things is so essentially 
different from that in which Instructions were 
given to Collectors to restrain Vessels of the 
United States from sailing in an armed condition, 
that the principle on which those orders were 
iszped, has ceased to exist. I therefore deem it 
proper to inform Congress, that I no longer con- 
ceiye myself justifiable in continuing them, unless 
in particular cases, where there may be reasonable 
ground of suspicion that such Vessels are intended 
to be employed contrary to Law. 
In ull your proceedings it will be important to 
maniſest a zeal,” vigour, and concert in defence of 
the National Rights, proportioned to the aner 
with worn they are threatened, 
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MESS OR 
FROM THE PRESIDENT TO CONGRESS. 
| Gentlemen ofitbe Senate, and 
| iGratlemen of the 6 IN 
Ix compliance with the request of the Home 
of Representatives, expressed in their Resolution 
of the ad of this month, I transmit to both 
Houses, those Instructions to, and Dispatches 
from, the Enuoys Extraordinary of the United 
States to the French. Republic, which were men- 
tioned in my Message of the z 9th of March last, 
omitting only some names, and a e e 
desetiptive of the persons. 


J tegdest that they may be considered in confi. 


JOHN ADAMS, | 


trality-became indispensibly binding. 
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INSTRUCTIONS 


To CHARLES COTESWORTH PINCEKNEY, 
JOHN MARSHALL, add ELBRIDGE GERRY, 
Envoys Extraordinary and Ministers Plonipotentiary 4 to „ 
French Republic. 


| Department of State, Fuly 15, 1797, 
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Ir is known to you, that the people of the United States of 


America entertain:d a warm and sincere affection for the Peo- 


pie of France, ever since their arms were united in the War 
with Great Britain, which ended in the full and formal ac- 
knowledgment of the Independence of these States, It is 


known to you that this affe ction was ardent, when the French 


determined to reform their Government, and establish it on the 
basis of Liberty; that Liberty in which t'. 2 People of the 
United States were born, and which -in the 8 of the 
War above-mentioned was finally and firmly secured. It is 
known to you, that this affect ion rose to enthusiasm, when 
the War was kindled between France and the Powers of Eu- 
rope, which were combined against her for the avowed pur» 
pose of restoring the Monarchy; and every where vows were 
heard for the suecess of the French Arms, Yet during this 
period France expressed no wish that the United States should 
depart from their Neutrality. And while no duty required us 
to. enter into the War, and our best interests urged us io te: 
main at Peace, the Government determined to take à neutral 
station; which being taken, the duties of an Impartifl Neu- 
Heoce the Government 
early proclaimed. topur Citizens the naturs of those dies, and 
the consequences of their violation. 

The Minister of France, Mr. Genet, who unden 4 


- this'time, by his public Declaration, confirmed the idea, that 


France did not desire us to quit the ge ound we had taken. His 
meazures, however, were calculated to destroy: our un 
and to draw us into the War. 

The principles of the proclamation of Neutrality, ſounded on 
the Law of Nations, which is the Law of the Land, were al- 


; terwards.recognized by the National Legislature, and the oh- 


 Herice, until che Menbers of Congress are fully 


: pottessed of their contents, and shall have had 
opportunity to deliberate on the consequences of 


their publication ; after which time FN ny 
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them to yu wisdom. 5 | 


servance of them enforced by specific, Penalties, in the Ad of 
Congress, passed the 5th of June, 1794. By these priociples 
and Laws the Acts of the Executive and the deciziohs of the 

Coutts of the United States were regulated. | 
ArGovernment thus fajr and upright in its principle t, bud 
just and impartial in its conduct, mighe have coyfidevtly boped 
to be secure against formal official cepsure s, but the United 
States have not been $0 fortunate. The Acts of their Go 
vernment, in its various branches; though | pure in ptinciple 
and W Bac and conformable to their indispen “ 
'$ible 
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ble rights of 8 have been assigned as $ the cause of 


the offensive and injurious measures of the French Republic; 


For proofs of the former, all the Acts of che Government may 


be youched ; while the aspersions 30 freely uttered by the 
French Ministers, the refusal to hear the Minister of the 
United States, specially charged to enter on amicable discus- 


sons on all the topics of complaint, the Decrees of the Execu- 


tive DireQory and of their Agents, the depredations on our 


Commerce, and the violence against the Persons of our Citi- 
Zens, are evidences of the latter. These injuries and depre- 


dations will constitute an important subject of your discussions 


with the Government of the French Republic; and for all 


these wrotigs you will seek redress. 

In respect to the depredations on our Commerce, the prin- 
cipal objects will be to agree to an equitable mode of examin- 
ing and deciding the claims of our Citizens, and the manner 
and periods of making them compensation. As tothe first, the 
Seventh Article of the British, and the Twenty-first of the 
Spanish Treaty, present approved precedents to be adopted 
with France. The proposed mode of adjusting those claims 
by Comtmnissioners appointed on each side, is 
we cannot imagine it will be refused; But when the claims 
are adjusted, if payment in 4pecje cannot be obtained, it may 


de fobnd necessary to agree, in behalf of our Citizens, that 


they shall accept Public Securities payable with Interest at 


such periods as the state of the French Finances shall tender 


practicable. These periods you will L. a8, lar as pos5is 
ble to shorten. | 

Not only the recent deptedations under colour of the Decrees 
ol che Directory of the 2d of July, 1796, and tbe ad of March, 
1797, or under the Decrees of their Agents, or ihe illegal zen- 
tences of their Tribunals, but all prior ones not already satis- 
factorily adjus ted, sbould be put in this equitable train of set- 
dement. To cancel many or all the last mentioned claims, 
might be the effect of the Decree of the Executive Directory 
of the 24 of March last, receiving the Decree of the gth- of 


May, 1793 : but this being an ex p037 {ao regulation, as well 


as a violation of the Treaty between the United States and 
France, cannot be obligatory on the former. Indeed the 
greater part, probably nearly all the Captures and Confisca . 
tions in question, have been committed in direct violation of 
that Treaty, or of the Law of Nations. Bui the injuries ari- 


sing from the capture of Enemies property in Vessels of the 
United States may not be very extensive; and if for such cap - 


ture 'property the French Government will, agreeably to the 
Law ot. Nations, pay the freight.aqd reasonable demurrage, we 
Shall not on this account any farther contend. But of Ship, 
Timber-and Naval Stores taken and confiscated by the French, 
they ought to pay che full value ʒ because our Citizens conti- 


82 perſectly fair ' 


nued cheir traffic i in thove articles KZ the eic of the — 
wich France. On these two points we ought to expect that the - 
French Government will not reſuse to do j Justics | : and the * 


more decause it has not, at any period of the War, expregzed | 
its desire that the Commercial T reaty should in these res | wad 


be altered. ; FO" 
Besides the claims of our Citizens fyr depredations: 6 
Property, chere are many arising from express Contracts made , 
with the French Governmeat, or its Agents, or foundeV'on | 
the seizure of their Property in French Ports. Other claims 
have arisen, ſrom the long detention of a multitude of our Ves- 


gels in the Ports of France. The wrong bereby dbne ts our 


Citizens was acknowledged by the French Government, and 
in some, perhaps in most of the cases, amall payments. t towards 
indemnifications have been made: : the residue. SUL remains. 
ta be claimed. 

All these just demands of our Citizens will merit your at- 
tention. The best possible means of compensation must be 


attempted. These will depend on what you shall discover to 
be praQticable in relation to the French Finances, But an ex- 


ception must be made in respect to debts due to our Citizeas ,. 
by the Conttacts of the French Government and its Agents, 
if they are comprehended in any Stipulation ; and an optiog _, 
reserved to them, jointly or individually, either to accept the _ 
means of payment which you shall stipulate, or resort to the . 


* 
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French Goverument directly, for the fulfilment of its con- 


tracts. 

Although the reparation ſot losses nine by the Citizens . 
of che United States, in consequence of irregular, or illegal _ 
captures or condem nations, or ſorcible seizures or detentions, 
is of very high importance, and is to be imyrezsed with the... 
greatest earnestness, yet it is not to be insisted on as an indie 
pensible condition of the proposed Treaty. Vou ate bot, 


however, to renounce these claims of our Citizens, nor to 


stipulate that they be assumed by the United States as a Ln 
to the French Goyerament. 

In respeR to the alterations of the Commercial Treaty with * 
France, in the two cases which have deen principal zubjects 
of complaint on her part, viz. Enemies proper in Neutfal Sbigs, 


and the Articles contraband of War; although Frange TY 5 


have no right to claim the annulling of Stipulations at the mo- 


ment when, by boyh pasties, they were originally intended to N 


operate z yet if the French Government] t press ſor alterations, 


che President has no difficulty in substitutirig t the Principles of © 


the Law of Nations, as stated in the 17th and 19th Articles : 


of our Commercial Treaty with Great Britain, to chose of te 
23d and 24th Articles of our Commercial Treaty : and i in th" 
speRt to Provisions, and other articles not vu: y deemed 


contraband, jou are to agree gnly on a temporary comproniiae, | 


-% 


te yg in the 48th Article of the British Treaty, and of the 

$ame duration. If, however, i in order to satisfy F raace, now 

the is at War, we change the two important Articles before - 

mentioned, then the 14th Article of the French Treaty,which 

zubjects the Property of the Neutral Nation found on board 

Tuemies Ships to capture and condemnation, must of course 
he abolizhed, 

1 e have witnetssed x0 many erroneous 3 of the 
Treaty with France, even in its plainest parts, it will be ne- 
cessarꝝ to examine every Article critically, for the purpose of 
yre venting, a8 lar as human wisdom can prevent, all future 
nusinterpretations. The kind of documents necessary for the 
protect ion of the Neutral Vessels should be enumerated, and 
miautely described ; the cases in which a Sea- letter should 
be required may be specified; the want of a Sea- letter should 
got of itself be a cause of confiscation, where other reasonable 
. proof of property is produced ; and where such proof is ſur- 
nished, the want of a Sea- letter should go no further than to 
axe the captor from damages for detaining and bringing in 
the Neutral Vessel. The proportions of the Vessel's crew 
which may be foreigners should be agreed on. Perhaps it 
will be expedient to introduce divers other regulations, con- 
formably to the Marine” Laws of France. Whenever these 
are to operate on the Commerce of the United States, our 
safety requires that, as far as possid'e, they be fixed by Treaty. 
And it will be desirable to stipulate against any ex port facts 
L:ws gr Regulation, under any pretence whatever. 

Great Britain has often claimed a tight, and practised upon 
it, to pfohibit Neutral Nations carrying on a Commerce with 
her Enemies which had not been allowed in time of Peace. 
On this head, it will be desirable to come to an explicit un- 
gerstanding with France; and, if possible, to ob ĩate WWE claim 
by an Express Stipulation, 

Such effensive depredations have been committed on the 
Commerce of Neutrals, and especially- on the United States, 
by the Citizens of France, under pretence that her Enemies, 
particularly Great Britain), have done the same things; it will 
be desirable to have it explicitly $tipulated, that the conduct of 
an Enemy towards the Neutral Power shall not authorize or 
excuse the other Belligerent Power in any departure from the 
Law of Nations. or the Stipulations of the Treaty : especially 
that che Veszels of the Neutral Nation shall never be captured 
odr detained, or their Property conſiscated o or injured, because 
bound toor from an Enemy" $ Pott, except the case of a block - 
naded Port, che entering into which may be prevented, accord. 
| ing the known rule. of the Law of Nations. And it may be 
expediept to define a blockade d Place or Port to be one ac- 
tually igxested by Land or Naval Forces, of both; and that 
20 Jeclaration of a block ade shall have any effect without such 
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actual investment. And no cn I Abele N 


Should be abandoned which is Secured to Neutral Powers _ 
the European Law of Nations. 


The foregoing Articles being those which the French Go. 
vernment has made the ostensible grounds of its principal com · 


plaints, they have naturally been first brought to view. But the 


proposed alterations and arrangements suggest the propriety of 
revisirg all our Treaties with France. In Such revision, the 


first object that will attract your attention is the reciprocal 


guaranty in the 11th Article of the Treaty of Alliance. This 
guaranty we are perfeRly willing to renounce. The guaranty 
by France of the Liberty, Sovereignty, and Independence of 
the United States will add. nothing to our security ; while, on 
the contrary, our guaranty of the Possessions of France in 
America wil] perpetually expose us to the risk and expence of 
War, or to disputes and questious concerning our National 
Faith, | | 


When Mr. Genet was sent as the Minister of the French 


Republic to the United States, its situation was embarrassed, 
and the success of its measures problematigal. In such eircum- 
stances, it was natural that France Should turn her eye to the 
mutual guaranty : and accordingly it was required, in Mr. 
Genet's instructions, to be an essential Clause in the New 


Treaty“ which he was to propose; and on the ground that 


« it nearly concerned the Peace and Prosperity of the French 
Nation, that a People, whose Resources increase beyond alt 
calculation, and whom Nature had placed so near their rich 
Colonies, should become interested by their own engagements 
in the presetvation of those Islands.“ But at this time, 
France, power{ul by her victories, and secure in her triumphs, 
may less regard the reciprocal guaranty with the United States, 
and be willing to relinquish it. As a zubstitute for the reciprocal 


guaranty, may be proposed a mutual renunciation of the same 


Territories and Possessions, that were subjects of the guaranty 
and renunciation in the sixth and eleventh Articles of the Treaty 
of Alliance, Such a renunciation on our part, would obviate 


| the reason assigned in. the instruction to Mr. Genet before 


cited, of future danger, from the rapidly growing power of the 
United States, But if France insists on the mutual guaranty, 


it will be necessary to aim at some modification of it, 


The existing engagement is of that kind which, by Writers 
on the Law of Nations, is called a General Guaranty ; of 
course casus ſerderis can never apply except in a Deſensive War. 
The nature of this vbligation is understood to be, that when a 
War really and truly defensive exists, the engaging Nation is 
bound to ſurnish an effeftual and adequate defence in co-opeta- 
tion with the Power attacked: whence it follows that the 
Nation may be required, in some circ umstances, to bring ſor- 

ward 


| { 
ward its whole force, The nature aùd extent of the succours 
' demnandable not being ascertained, engagements of this kind 
are dangerous, on account of their uncertainty : there is always 
harard of doing too much or too little, and of course of N 
involved in involuntary rupture. 

Specific zuecours have the advantage of certainty, and are 
less liable to occasion War. On the other hand, a general 
guaranty allows a latitude for mee exercise of Judgment and dis- 
cretion, 

On the part of the United States, instead of Troops or Ships 
of War, it will be convenient to stipulate for a moderate zum 
of money or quantity of provisions, at the option of France :— 
the provisions to be delivered at our own Ports, in any future 
Defensive Wars. The sum of money or its value in provisi- 
ons, ought not to exceed two hundred thousand Dollars a year, 
during any auch Wars. The reciprocal stipulation on the part 
of France may be to furnish annually the like sum of money 
or an equivalent in military stores and clothing for Troops, at 
the option of the United States to be delivered in the Ports of 
France. 

Particular caution, however, must be used in discussing this 
ꝛubject, not to admit any claims on the ground of the guaranty 
in relation to the existing War; as we do not allow that the 
calpus feederis applies to it. And if the War should continue 
after your arrival in France, and the question of the guaranty 
#hould not be mentioned on her part, you may yourselves be 
ailent on e subject, if you deem it most prudent. 

It will be proper here to notice such Articles of the Treaty 
of Amity end Commerce between the United States and 
France as have been differently construed by the two Covern- 
ments, or which it may be expedient to amend or explain. 
Article 2. The assent of the United States, in their Treaty 


with Great Britain, to the Doctrine of the Law of Nations 


respecting Enemies* Property i in Neutral Ships and Ship Tim- 
ber, and Naval Stores, and in some cases Provisions, as con- 
traband of War, the French Government has chosen to consi- 
der as a voluntary grant of favours, i in respeRt to Commerce and 
Navigation, to Great Britain, and that con: equently the same 
favours have become common to France. This construction 
is 80 foreign from our ideas of the meaning and design of this 
Article, it $hews the neceseity of reviewing all the Articles, 
and however clear they may appear, of attempting to obviate 


future mĩsconstructione by eee oa or a * 
of terms. 

Article 5. France has repeatedly contended that the impo- 
eition of 50 per cent. per ton on French Vessels arriving ia che 
United States, is contrary to the fifth Article of the Treaty, — 


The arguments in support of this pretension are unknown; 


but, it is presume d to be unfoundeJ. The reciprocal right of 
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laying. © Duties or n of * — equab to 
those imposed on the most favoured Nations, and without any 
other restrictions, seeins to be clearly settled by che 3d and 4th 
Articles, "The 5th Article appears to have been. intended 
merely to define or qualify the rights of American Vessels-i in 
France. It is however desirable that the question he under - 
$tood and all doubt concerning it removed. But the intraJucs 
tion of a principle of discrimination between the Vestels of 
different Foreign Nations, and in derogation of the powers of 
Congress to raise Revenue by uniform Duties on any object 
whatever, cannot be hazarded. The naturajization of French 
Veszels will of course be considered as inadmissible- 2 
Article 8. The stipulation of doing us good offices to secure 
Peace to the United States with the Barbary Powers; bas 
never yet procured us any ad vantage. If therefore the Frenck 
Government lavs any stress on this stipulation, as authorizing 
a claim for some other engagement from us in favour of 
France, it may be abandoned; and especially if its abrogation 
can be applied as a set- off against some existing French claim. 
Article 14. If the alterations already proposed ate made ib 
the 234 and 24th Articles, then the 12 EY as en 
observed, must be abolished. Ka 
Article 17. The construction put on this Article by the 
Government of the United States is conceived to be teasonab'e 
and just, and is therefore to be insisted dn. The Tribunals - 
the respective Countries will consequently be justified in tak- 


ing cognizance of all Captures made within their respecłive 


Jurisditions ; or by illegal Privateers; and thore of one Coun- 
try will be deemed illegal which are fitted out in the Country 


of the other remaining neutral: Seeing to permit zuch 3 


e 


would violate the Neutral Duties of the latter, 

It will be expedient to fix explicitly the rece tion to be given 
to Public Ships of War of all Nations. The French Ministers 
have demanded, that the Public Ships of the Enemies cf 
France, which at any time, and in any part of the World, 
had made Prize of a French Vessel, should be excluded from. 
the Ports ol the United States; and although they brought i in 


no Prize with them. An opposition to this demand, we have 


contended that they were to be excluled only when they 
came in with French Prizes. And the kiod of àsylum to be 
afforded in all other circumstances, is described in Mr. Jeffer- 


son's Letter to Mr. Hammond, dated the gth of September, 


1793, in the following words:“ Thus then, the Public Ships 


of War of both Nations { English and French) enjoy a perfect 


equality in our Ports; jt. in cases of urgent pecessity; 20. 


in cases of comfort and conveniegce; and 3d, in the ſime they 


choose to continue.” And such shelter ad accommalation 
are due to the Public Ships of all Nations. da de Privsip'e of 
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© Te will ales be expedient explicitly to declare, that the right 
of asyium stipulated for the Armed Vessels of France and 
their Prizes, gives no right to make sale of those Prizes. 

But when Prize Ships are so disabled as to be incapable of 
putting to sea again, until refitted, and when they are utterly 
disabled; some provision is necessary relative to their car - 
goes. Both cases occurred last year. "The Government 
permitted, though with hesitation and caution, the cargoes to 
de unloaded, one of the vessels to be repaired, and part of the 

prize goods sold, to pay for the repairs, and the cargo of the 
vessel that was found unfit ever to go to sea again, was allowed 
to be exported as Prize Goods, even in Neutral Bottoms, — 
The doubts on these occasions arose from the 24th Article of 
the British Treaty, forbidding the sale of the Prizes of Priva- 
teers, or the exchanging of the same in any manner whatever, 
But as French Prizes were entitled to an asylum in our Ports, 
it was conceived to be a reasonable construction of it to allow 
of such proceedings as those above - mentioned, to prevent the 
total loss of vessels and cargoes, The 25th Article of the 
British I reaty demands attention : as it is therein stipulated, 

that no future Treaty shall be made that shall be inconsistent 
with that or the 24th Article. Another doubt arose, whether 
the British Treaty did nat in good faith, require the prohibition 
of the sale of Prizes made by the National Ships of France, as 
well as of those made hy her Privateers; especially seeing our 
Treaty with France gave her no right to sell any Prizes what- 
ever; but upon the whole it was conceived, that the United 


States having before allowed the sale of such Prizes, and the 


Prohibitions in the 24th Article of the Treaty being distinctly 
pointed against the sale of the Prizes of Privateers, it was 
thought proper to permit the former practice to continue, until 
the Executive should make and publish a Prohibition of the 
vale of all Prizes, or that Congress should pass a Prohibitory 
Law. 

Artitle 22, If in new modelling the Treaty with France, 
the total prohibition of the Sale of Prizes in the Ports of the 
Party remaining Neutral shall not be agreed on, at least the 
right of each Power to make at its pleasure such Prohibition, 
whether they are Prizes of National Ships or Privateers, 
chould be acknowledged, for the reason more than once sug- 
geste d to prevent a repetition of claims upon unfounded con- 
s ructions; such as under the present Article, that a Prohi- 
dition to an Enemy of either Party is a grant to the other of 
me thing forbidden. 


Articles 23d and 24th. These have been ates ady consider- 


ed, and the alterations proposed have been mentioned. 

There have been so many unjust causes and pretences as- 
signed for capturing and contiscatiug American Vessels, it may 
perhaps be impossible to guard against a repetition of them in 
any Treaty which can be devised. To state the causes and 
pretences that have been already advanced by the Government 
oi France, its Agents and "Tribunals, as the grounds of the 


capture and condemnation of American Vessels and Cargoes, 
would doubtless give pain to any man of-an ingenuous minds 
who should be employed on the part of France to negotiate an- 
other Treaty, or a modification of the Treaties which exist 
It is not desired therefore to g farther iato detail on these 


matters than shall be necessary to guard by explicit stipulations, 


against future misconstruCtions and the mischiefs they will na. 
turally produce. 

Under pretence that certain Ports were currendered to the 
English by the treachery of the French aud Dutch Inhabitants, 
Victor Hugues and Lebas, the Special Agents of the Executive 
Directory, at Guadaloupe, have declared that all Neutral Ves- 
sels bound to or from such Ports shall be good prize. 

Under the pretence that the British were taking all Neutral 
Vessels bound to or from French Ports, that French Agents at 
St. Domingo (Santhonax and others) decreed that all Ameri- 
can Vessels bound to or from English Ports, should be captur- 
ed ; and they have since declared such captured vessels to be 
good prize. That French Consuls in Spain have on the same 
ground condemned a number of American Vessels merely be- 
cause they were destined to or coming from an English Port. 

Under the preteace, that the Sea- Letters or Patsports pre- 
seribed by the Commercial Treaty for the mutual ad vantage of 
the Merchants and Navigators, of the two Nations, to save 
their Vessels from detention and other vexations, when met 
with at sea, by presenting so clear a proof of the property, are 
an indispensible document to be found. on board the French 
confiscate American Vessels destitute of them, even when _ 
acknowledge the property to be American. 

Because horses aud their military ſurniture, when Jeatined 
to any Enemy's Port, are by the 24th Article of the Commer- 
cial Treaty declared contrabands, and as such by themselves 
only liable to confiscation, Hugues and Lebas decreed all Neu- 
tra! Vessels, having horses or any othef contraband goods on 
board, should be good prize ; and they ogy condemned 
Vessels and Cargoes. 

The antient Ordinances of the French Monarchs 1 a. 
variety of Papers to be on board Neutral Vessels, the want of 
any one of which is made a cause of condemnation; although. 
the 25th Article of the Commercial Treaty mentions what 
Certificates shall acco mpany the Merchant Vessels and Car- 
goes of each party, and which, by every reasonable construc- 
tion, ought to give them protection. 

It will therefore be advisable to guard —_—_ abuses by de- 
scending to particulars, to describe the Ships Papers which 
shall be required, and to declare that. the want of any other 
shall not be-a cause for confiscation; to fix the mode of man- 
ning Vessels as to the Officers, and the proportion of the 


Crews who shall be Citizens; endeavouring to provide, in re- 


spect to American Vessels, that more thay one-third may be 

Foreigners. This provision will be i important to the Southern 

States, which haye but few native Seamen. 1. 
e 
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- The Marine Ordinances of France will how what regula- 
tions have been required to be observed by Allied as well as 
Neutral Powers in general, to ascertain and secure the property 


of Neutrals. Some of these regulations may be highly proper 
to de adopted; while othert may be inconvenient and burthen- 


tome. Your aim will be to render the documents and ſorma- 
Mties as ſew and as simple as will consist with a fair and regue' 
lar Commerce. 


Articles 25 and 27. These two Articles should be rendered 
conformable to each other. The 27th says, that after the ex- 


hibition of the Passport, the Vessel shall be allowed to pass 
without molestation or search, without giving her chace, or 


forcing her to quit her intended course. The 25th requires, 


that besides the Passport, Vessels shall be ſurnished with cer- 
tain Certificates, which of course must also be exhibited. It 


vill be expedient to add, that if in the face of auch evidence 


the Armed Vessel will carry the other into Port, and the Pa- 
pers are found conformable to Treaty, the Captors shall be 
condemned in all the charges, damages and interests thereof, 
which they shall have caus:d. A provision of this nature is 
made in the Eleventh Article of our Treaty with the * 
Netherlands. 

Article 28. The prohibited Goods here mentioned have no 
relation to contraband ; but merely to such as by the Laws of 
the Country are forbidden to be exported, Yet in the'case of 
exporting horses from Virginia, which no Law prohibited, in 
the winter of 1796, this Article was applied by the French Mi- 
nister to horses which by the French Treaty are contraband 
of War. And a Letter from the Minister to Victor Hugues 
and Lebas, informing them that the American Government 
re ſused to prevent such export of horses by the British, is made 
one ground for their Decree above mentioned. 

| Article 30. The Vessels of the United States ought to be ad- 
mitted into France in the same manner as the Vessels of 
France are admitted into the Ports of the United States. But 
such a $tipulation ought not to authorize the admission of Ves- 
zels of either party into the Ports of the other, into which the 
admission of all Foreign Vessels shall be forbidden by the Laws 
of France and of the United States respectively. With this 
restriction, the principles of the 14th Article of the Treaty 
with Great Britain afford a liberal and unexceptionable prece- 
dent. A restriction like that here referred to will be ſound in 
the first paragraph of the Third Article of the British Treaty. 

The Commerce to the French Colonies in the East and 
west Indies, will doubtless be more or less restricted, accor- 
ding to the usage of other European Nations. Yet on account 
of the disarranged condition of the French Navigation, pro- 
bably a larger latitude of Trade with their Colchies will be 
readily permitted for a term of years: and perhaps the mutual 
advantages thence resulting will be found so great as to induce 
af erwards a prolongation of that term, to which the course or 


habit of business may contribute, 


While between the United States and France tert dall, 


subsist a perfect reciprocity- in respect to Commerce, we m © 
endeavour to extend our Trade to her Colonies to as manyiare 
ticles as possible. Of these the most important are 'provigiahs. 


of all kinds, as beef, pork, flour, butter, cheese, fish,” grain, 
pulse, live stock, and every. other article serving for food, 
which is the produce of the Country, horses, mules, timber,” 
plants, and wood of all kinds, cabinet ware, and other manu- 
faQures of the United States: and to obtain in return all the 
articles of the produce of those Colonies, without exception 3 
at least to the value of the cargoes carried to those Colonies. 

There have been different constructions of the Consular 
Convention. The French have contended for the execution of 
their consular decisions by the Marshal or other Officer of the 
United States; and their Minister of Justice has formally 
stated in a Report to the Minister of Foreign Afﬀairs, that the 
Judicial Sentences of the American Consuls in France will be 
executed by certain Officers of Justice in that Country, The 
legal opinion of the Law Officers of the United States, 
which the Goverament had adopted, opposes such a con- 
struction, The French have also contended,” that De- 
zerters from French Vessels ought be apprehended by the 
Judicial Otficers of the United States, upon other evidence 
than the original Shipping Paper, or role dequifage ; where - 
as the District Judges have insisted that the Consular Con- 
vention requires the original Role to be produced. This 
claim was lately revived by the Consul- General of the French 
Republic. The Correspondence on this occasion will be join; 
ed to the other Documenu which en there Instrue- 
be 

The United States cannot consent to the erecting of Fo- 
reign "Tribunals within their jurisdiction. We consider the 
judicial authority of Consuls as described in the Consular 
Convention, to be voluntary, not conpulsary, in the Country 
where they reside; and that their decisions, if not obeyed by 
the parties respectively, must be enforced by the Laws of their: 
proper Country; and such a provision you will see has been 
made in France, where a penalty of 1400 livres is imposed on 
the Citizen who re ſuses obedience to a Consular decision i in a 
Foreign State. 

The Consular e will expire in about ſour years; 3 
and if any great difficulties arise in settling the terms of a neẽ 
one, that which exists must take its course ; but if the French 
Government should be silent on the subject of the Consular 
Convention, silence may be observed ou our part. a 

The Ports of the United States being frequented by the Ves.. 
tels of different Belligerent Powers, it became necessary to re- 
gulate the times of their sailing. The President therefore 
adopted what was understood to be the received rule in 
Europe : and ordered, that after the sailing of a Vessel of ond 
of the Belligerent Powers, twenty-four hovrs zhould elapse be. 
lorem Anmed Voce! of an Enemy of the former should get 


sail. 
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aul. Thi Rule hu net been duly rebpected by che Armed 
Veazels of Franae and Great Britain. _ 


As the tranguillity of the nne womionatianic 
hostile movements be commenced within their jurisdition, 
and the interests of Commerce demand an entire freedom to 
the departure of Vessels from their Ports, it. may be expe- 
dient expressly to recognize the above-mentioned Rule. 

It will also be expedient to agree on the extent of Territorial 
Jurisdiction on the Sea Coast, and in what situation buoys and 
s0ynds may be said to be land locked, and within the OS 
tion of the Sovereign of the adjacent Country. 

On the supposition that a Treaty will be negociated to dior 
_ and amend the Treaties which now exist between France and 
the United States, the following leading Principles to govern 
the Negotiation are subjoined : 

1. Conscious integrity authorizes the Government to insist, 
that no blame or cemure be directiy or indirectiy imputed to 
the United States. But on the other hand, however excep- 
Yonable in the view of our own Government, and in the eyes 
of an impartial World, may have been the conduct of France, 
yet she may be unwilling to acknowledge any aggressions, and 
we do not wish to wound her feelings, or to excite resentment. 
It will therefore be best to adopt on this point the principle of 
the British Treaty, and terminate our differences in sueh 


manner as, without referring to the merits of our respective 


complaints and pretens ions, may be the best calculated to pro- 
duce mutual satisfaction and good understanding.“ 

If e ee ny France during the 
present War. 

3. That no engagements kale jncontictent it with the obli- 
gativns of any prior Treaty. 

4. That „ Commerce with any 
ether Nation be admitted. 

g. That no $tipulation be . under colour of which Tri- 
bünals can be established within our jurisdiction, or personal 
privileges claimed by French Citizens, incompatible with the 
complete Sovereignty and Independence of the United States, 
in matters of Policy, Commerce and Government, 

It will de expedient to limit the duration of the Treaty to a 
term of from ten to twenty years. Such changes in the cir- 
cumstances of the two parties are likely to happen with 
either of those periods, as to give one, or both, good reason to 
desire a change in the conditions of the Treaty. From this 
limitation may be excepted such articles as are declaratory of 
a state of Peace, or as are intended to regulate the conduct of 


the two Nations at the commencement of, or during a state of 


War, or which are founded in morality and, justice, and are in 
their nature of perpetual obligation. Of. chis kind may be con- 
zidered the tenth Article of the Treaty with Great Britain; 


which therefore may very properly be introduced into the 
*E;oaty with France. 


Letombe. 
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Finally, the great object of the Government being to do 
justice to France and her Citizens, if in any thing we have in- 
jured them ; to obtain justice for the multiplied injuries they 
have committed against us; and to preserve Peace, your style 
and manner of*proceeding will be such as shall most directly 
tend to secure these objects. There may be tuch a change of 
men and mesures in France as will authorise, perhaps render 
politic, the use of strong language, in describing the treatment 
we have received. On the other hand, the French Govern - 
ment may be determined to frustrate the Negociation, and 
throw the odium on this Country; in which case, any thing like 
warmth and harshness would be made the pretext. If things 
remain in their present situation the style of representation will 
unite, as much as possible, cahn dignity with simplicity, force 
of sentiment with mildness of language, and be calculated to 


impress an idea of inflexible ame ann - us 
distrust or. confidence, 


With chese Instructions "yas will receive the following Dory 
ments. 


1. The printed dial ran containing che Correspondence 
detween the Seeretary of State and the French Minister, Mr. 
Genet. 


2. The Letter dated January 16th, 1797, from the Secretary 
of State, to General Pinckney, and the Documents therein 
referred to, in which all the known complaints of the French 


Government, since the recal of Mr. Genet, are a 
and discussed. 


3. Abe ee of State to the Hows of 
Representatives, dated the 27th of February, 1797, exhibiting 
the state of American Claims which had been presented to the 
French Government (but ſew of which have been satisfied) 
together with'some other information relative to the depreda- 


tions by the Officers and People of that Nation on the Com- 


merce of the United States. 
4. A Report made by the way of State to the Preti- 


dent of the United States, on the 2: $t of Juae 1797, and by 


him laid before Congress on the 224. 
5. Certain Original Depositions, Protests, and other 33 


relative to the French spoliations on the Commerce, and per- 


sonal insults and injuries to the Citizens of the United States. 


6. The Documents laid before the House of Repretenta- 
tives the 17th of May, 1797, relative to General Pinckney's. 
Mission to Paris, aud comprehending some Papers relative 


to the capture ET of American- m—_—_ dy be 
French. 


7. The Conepanteae with the French Consul General 
TIMOTHY PICKERING, 
Secretary of State. 

CREDENCE 
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EREDENCE -FOR MESSRS. PINCKNEY, Mak 
SHALL AND GERRY, ENVOYS TO FRANCE. 
Jon ADAMS, PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES. 
"OF AMERICA, TO THE EXECUTLVE DIRECTORY 
OF THE FRENCH &EPUBLIC, | 


Citizens Directors, 
Desirous of tetminating all Aroncen between the United 


States of America and the French Republic, and of restoring 


that harmony and goed understanding, and that commercial 
and friendly intereourie, which: from the commencement of 
their politicab connection, until lately, have 20 happily sub- 
zisted, I have nominated, and by and with the advice and 


consent of the Senate of the United States, zppointed Charles 


Cotesworth Pinckney, John Marshall, au Elbridge Gerry, 
Astinguished Citizens of these States, jointly and severilly, 


Envoys Extraordinry and Ministers Pienipotentiary to tlie 


French Republic, for the purpose of accomplishing the great 
onjects above-mentioned ; Wherefore I pray you, Citizens Di- 
rectors, to give full credence to what they and each of them 
shall say to you in these respets, in behalf of the United 


Sites, and also when they shall assure you of the sincerity of 


Sur wishes for the welfare of the: French Republic. 

i Given under my Hand and the Great Seal of the United 
States of America, at Philadelphia, the t3th day of 
July, in the year 1797, and of the Independence of 
these States the Iwenty- second. 

| JOHN ADANS, 
By the President of the United States, | 

TimoTay Prexs No, Secretary of Sens. 


FULT., POWERS TO MESSRS. PINCKNEY, MAR- 
SHALL, AND GERRY, ENVOYS TO FRANCE, 


* s 
ba. ADAMS, PAESIBENT OF THE UNITED STATES 


OF AMERICA, TO ALL WHOM THESE PRESENTS 
"SHALL CONCERN—GREETING : 


Know ye, That for the purpose of terminating all dif- 


ferences, between the United States of America and the 


French Republic, and of restoring and confirming perfect 
harmony and good understanding, and re-escablishing a 
commercial and friendly intercourse berween them, and 
reposing especial trust and confi lenes in the integrity, pru- 
dence, and abilities of Charles Cotes worth Pinckney, John 
Marshall, and Elbridge Gerry, Citizens of the $aid United 
States, | have nominated, and, by and with the advice and 
consent of the Senate, appointed the gaid Charles Cotesworth 
Pinckney, John Marshall, and Eibridge Gerry, jointly and se- 
verally, Envoys Extraordinary and Ministers Plenipotentiary 
of the United States to the French Republic, he:eby giving and 
granting to them, and any and each of them, full power and au- 
thority, and also a general and special conunand, for and in the 
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name of the United States to meet and confer wich the Mini- 


sters, Commissioners, or Deputies of the French Republic, 
being furnished with the like full powers, whether separately 
or jointly, and with them to treat, consult, and negociate, of 


and concerning all claims, and all matters and causes of differ- 


ence, subsisting between the United States and the French 
Republic, for the purpose of satisfying and terminating the 
same in a just and equitable manner; and also of and concern- 
ing the general Commerce between the United States and 
France, and all other the Dominions of the French Republic; 
and to conclude and sign a Treaty or Treaties, Convention or 
Conventions, touching the premises; transmitting the same 
to the president of the United States of America for his final 
ratification, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate 
of the United States, if such advice and consent $hall be given. 
la testimony whereof; I have caused the Seal of the United 
States to be hereunto aſfixed. 
Given under my hand at the City of Philadelphia, the 
twenty- second day of June, in the year of our Lord 179}, 


and of the Independence of the United States of Ame · 


rica, the twenty-first. 
; | JOHN ADAMS. 
By the President of the United States, 
Tiuorur PickEtRING, Secretary of State. 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE, APRIL 3, 1708. 
The names designate4 by the letters W. X. V. Z. in the 


following Copies of Letters from the Envoys of the United 


States to the Freach Republic, are, in the originals, written 
at full-length, in cyphers. Fer the same reason that single 


letters are thus taken to designate certain Persons named in the 


Leuers, other words descriptive of them are omitted. 
TIMOTHY PICKERING. 
{No. I.) 
DEAR SIR, Paris, 03. 22, 1797, 
All of us having arrived at Paris on the evening of the 4th 
instant, on the next day we verbally and unofficially informed 


the Minister of Foreign Affairs therewith, and desired to 
habe when he would be at leisure to receive one of our Secre- 
taries with the Official Notification. He appointed the next 
day at two o'clock ; when Major Rutledge waited upon h. m 


with the following Leiter: 


CITIZEN MINISTER, 


The United States of America being 'desirous of N 
minating all differences between them and the French 


Republic, and of restoring that harmony and good understand- 

ing, and that commercial and friendly intescourse, which from 

the common cement of their political connection, until lately, 

have 30 happily subsisted, ay President bas nominated, and by 
B 


and 


| 
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and with the advice and content of the Senate, has appointed 
us, the Undersigned, jointly and severally, Envoys Exttaordi- 
nury and Ministers Plenipotentiary to the French Republic, 
tor the purpose of accomplisbing these great objects. In pure 
suance of such nomination and appointment, and with euch 
view, having come to Paris, we wish, Citizen Minister, to 
wait on you at any hour you will de pleased to appoint, to pre- 
sent the Copy of our Letters of Credence; ant whilst we 
cvince our sineere and ardent desire for the speedy restoration 
of friendship and harmony between the two Republics, we 


flatter ourselves with your concurrence in the accomplishment 


of this desirable event. Wexrequest you will accept the azure 
ances of our perfect esteem and consideration. 


Paris, October 6th, in the 215t year of American Indepen- 


dence. 


(Signed) CHARLES COTESWORTH PINCKNEY. 


JOHN MARSHALL. 
ELBRIDGE GERRY. 


To this Letter the Minister gave a verbal answer, Fat he 


would see us the day after the marrow [the 8th) at one v*clock. 

Accordingly at that hour and day we waited on the Minister 
at his house, where his office is held, when, being informed he 
was not at home, the Secretary-General of the Department 


told Major Rutledge, that the Minister was obliged to wait on 


the Directory, and requested we would suspend our visit till 
three o 'clock ; at which hour we called. The Minister we 
found was then engaged with the Portuguese Minister, who 
retired in about ten minutes, when we were introduced, and 
produced the copy of our Letters of Credence, which the Mi- 
nister perused and kept. He informed us, that the Directory 
had required lim to make a Report relative to the situation of 
the United States with regard to France, which he was then 
about, and which would be finished in a few days, when he 
would let us know what steps were to follow.'”* We asked if 
Cards of Hospitality were ip the mean time necessary? He 
said they were, and that they should be delivered to us; and 
he immediately rung for his Secretary, and directed him to 
make them out. The conversaticn was catried on by him in 
French, and by us in our own language. - 

The next day Cards of Hospitality were sent to us and our 
Secretaries, in a style suitable to our official character. 

On Saturday the 14th, Major Mountflorence informed Ce- 


neral Pinckney, that he had a conversation with Mr. Osmond, 


the private and confidential Secretary of the Minister of Fo- 
reign Affairs, who told him, chat the Directory were greatly 
exasperated at some parts of the President's Speech, at the 
opening of the last Session of Congress, and would require an 
explanation of them from us. The particular parts were not 


mentioned. In another conversation on the same day, the 
Secretary informed the Major, chat the liniater had told him 
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it was probable we could not have a . audience of the 
Directory till euch time as our Negociation was finished ; that 
probably persons might be appointed to treat with us ; but they 
would report to him, and he would have the direction of che 
Negociation, The Major did not conceal from Mr. Osmond 
his intention to communicate these converzations to us. 

In the morning of October the 18th, Mr. W——, of the 
house of , called on General Pinckney, and informed 
him, that a Mr. X. who was in Paris, and whom the General 
had seen | „ was a Gentleman of consider- 
able credit and reputation s and that we 
might place great reliance on him. 

ta the evening of the same day, Mr. X. called on General 
Pinckney, and after having sat some time : 
whispered him, that he had a message from M. Talleyrand to 
communicate, when he was at leisure. General Pinckney 
immediately withdrew with him into another room ; and when 
they were alone, Mr. X. said, that he was charged with a bu- 
siness in which he was a novice z that he had been acquainted 
with M. Talleyrand „ and that he was 
Sure he had a great regard for [America] and its Citizens ; and 
was very desirous that a reconciliation should be brought about, 
with France; that to effectuate that end, he was ready, if it 
was thought proper, to suggest a plan, confidentially, that M. 
Talleyrand expected would ans wer the purpose. \ 

General Pinckney said, he shoultd be glad to hear it. M. 
X. replied, that the DireQory, and particularly two of the 
Members of it, were exceedingly irritated at some passages of 
the President's Speech, and desired that they should be sof- 


tened; and that this step would be necessary previous to our 


reception: that besides this, a aum of money was required for 
the pocket of the Directory and Ministers, which would be at 
the disposal of M. Talleyrand : and that a Loan would also be 
M. X. said, if we acceded to these measures, M. 
Talleyrand had no doubt that all our differences with France 
might be accommodated. On enquiry, M. X. could not point 
out the particular passages of the Speech that had given of- 
ſence, nor the quantum of the Loan; but mentioned that the 
douceur for the pocket was twelve hundred thousand livres, 
about fifty thousand pounds sterling. Geueral Pinckney told 
him, his Colleagues and himself, from the time of their ar- 
rival here, hal been treated with great slight and disrespect: 


that they earnestly wished for peace and reconciliation with 


France; and had been entrusted by their Country with very 
great powers th obtain these ends, on honourable terms: that 
with regard to the propositions made, he could not even con- 
sider of them before he had communicated them to his Cel- 
leagues : that after he had done 30, he should hear from him. 
After a communication and consultation had, it was agreed, 
that General Pinckney should call on M. X. and reguest him 
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rn all; and for fear of wietekete or 
misapprehension, that he should be requested to reduce the 
heads into wr ting. Accordingly, on the morning of October 
the 19th, General Pinckaey called on M. X. who consented 
to dee his Colleagues in the evening, and to reduce his propo- 
s\tions to writing. He said. bis communication was nat im- 
mediately with M. 'Falleyrand, but through another Gentle- 


man, in when N. Talleyrand hed great confidence, Thy : 


proved afterwards to be M. V. 

At six in the evening M. X. came a left with us FR 
fitst set of propositions; which, translated from the French, 
are as follows; ** A person who possesses the confidence of the 
Directory, on what relates to the affairs of America, con- 
vinced of the mutual advantages which would result from the 
re-establishment of the good understanding between the two 
Nations, purposes to employ all of his influence to obtain this 
objet.—He will assist the Commissione ts of the United 
States in all the demands which they may have to make f rom 
the Government of France, inasmuch as they may not be con- 
tradictory to those which he proposes himself to make, and of 
which the principal will be communicated confidentially. It 
is desired that in. the official communications there should be 
given a Softening turn to a part of the President's Speech to 
Congress, which has caused much irritation. It is ſea ed chat in 
not $atisfying certain individuals in this respect, they may give 
way to all their resentment. The nomination of Commis- 
sioners will be consented to on the same footing as they have 
been named in the Treaty with England, to decide on the recla- 
mations which individuals of America may make on the Covern- 
ment of Prance, or on French individuals. The payments, which 
- agreeably to the decislons of the Commissioners, shall fall to 
the share of the French Government, are to be advanced by 
the American Cavernment itself. It is desired that the funds 
which by this means shall enter again into the American trade 
should be employed in new supplies for the French Colonies. 
Engagements of this nature on the part of individuals reclaim- 
ing will always hasten, in all probability, the decisions of the 
French Commintianers: and perhaps it may be desired that 
this clause should make a part of the instructions which the 
Government of the United States should give to the Commis. 
sioners they may choose. "Phe French Government desires, 
besides, to obtain a Loan ſrom the United States; but so that 


that should nat give any jealousy to the English Covernmeng, 


nor hurt the neutrality of the United States. This Loan shall 
de masked by stipulating, that the Government of the United 
States con ente to make the advances for the payment of the 
debts contracted by the Agents of the French Government 
with the Citizens of the United States ; and which are already 
acknowledged, and the payment ordered by the DireQary, but 
without having been yet effectua ted.— There should be de- 
kvered a note to the amount of these debtg. Probably this bote 
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may be 1ceompanied by ostenzible pieces, which will guarantee 
to the Agents the responsibility of the United States in case 
any umbrage should cause an enquiry. There shall also be 


firs taken from this Loan certain ums for the purpose of mak - 


ing the customary distridutions in diplomatic affairs. The 
person of note mentioned in the minutes, who had the confi- 
dence of the Directory, he said, before us all, was M. Talley- 
rand. The amount of the Loan he could nat ascertain pre- 
cisely, but understood it would be according to our ability to 
pay.— The sum which would be considered as proper, accord» 
ing to the diplomatic usage, was about Twelve Hundred Thou- 
tand Livres, He could not state to us what parts of the Presi- 
dent's Speech were excepted to, but said he would enquire and 
inform us. He agreed to break fast with Mr. Gerry the morn- 
ing of zist, in order to make such explanations as we had 
then requested, or should think proper to request : but on the 
morning of the 2oth, M. X. called and said, that M. V. the 
confidential friend of M. Talleyrand, inste1d of communicating 
with us through M. X. would see us himself and make the 
necessary explanations, We appointed to meet him the even- 
ing of the twentieth, at seven o'clock, in General Marshall's 
room. At seven M. V. and M. X. entered ; and the first 
mentioned Gentleman, being introduced to us as the confiden- 
tial friend of M. Talleyrand, immediately stated to us the fa- 
vourable impressions of that Gentleman towards our Country, 
impross ions which were made by the kindness and civilities he 
had personally received in America: that impressed by his 
$olicitude to repay these kindnesses, he was willing to aid us in 


the present Negociatien by his good offices with the Directory, ; 
who were, he said, extremely irritated against the Covern- 


ment of the United States, on account of some parts of the 
President's Speech, and who had neither acknowledged nor re- 
ceived us, and consequently have not authorized M. Talley. 
rand to have any communications with us. The Minister, 


therefore, could not see us himself, but had authorized his 


friend M. V. to communicate to us certain propositions, and to 


receive our answers to them—and to promise on his part, that 


if we would engage to consider them as the basis of the pro- 


posed Negotiation, he would intercede with the Directory to 


acknowledge us, and to give us a public audience. M. v. stated 
to us explicitly and repeatedly, that he was clothed with no 
authority; that he ans diplomatic character ; chat he 
was not 

he was only the Mens of M. Talleyrard oa usted by him ; 
that with regard to himself he had a 


1 * 


and that he carnestly wished well to the United a, He 
then took out of his pocket a French translation of the Presi. 
dent's Speech, the par ts of which odjected to by the Directory 
were mark ed agreeably to our request to M. X. and are con- 
tained in the exhibit A. Then he made us the Second set of 
propositions, which were dictated by him and written by NI. 
B23 5 X. in 


— — . 


'S 


. in our presence, and delivered to us, and which, translated 


ſrom the French, are as follows. There is demanded a ſor- 


mal disavowal in writing, declaring that the Speech of the Ci- 


tizen President Barras did not centain any thing offensive to 
the Government of the Uaited States, nor any thing which de- 
deserved the epithets contained in the whole paragraph: Se · 
condly; reparation is demanded for the article by which it shall 
be declared, that the Necree of the Directory there mention . 
ed did not contain any thing contrary to the Treaty of 1778, 
and had none of those fatal coasequences, that ' the para. 
graph reproaches to it; Thirdly it is demanded, that 
there should be an acknowledgment in writing, of the de- 
predations exereised on our trade by the English and French 
privateers : Fourthly, the Government of France, faithful to 
the profession of public faith which it has made not to inter- 
meddle in che internal affairs of Foreign Governmeats with 
which it is at peace, would look upon this paragraph as an at- 
tack upon its loyalty, if this was intended by the President.— 
It demands in consequence, a formal declaration, that it is not 
the Government of France nor its Agents that this paragraph 
meant to designate: In consideration of these reparations, the 
French Republic is disposed to renew with the United States 
of America, a Treaty which shall place them re ciprocally in 
the same state that they were in 1778, By this ney Treaty, 
France shall be placed, with respect to the United States, ex- 
actly on the same footing as they stand with England, in vir- 
tue of the last Treaty which has been concluded between 
them. A secret Article of this new Treaty would be a Loan to 
be made by the United States to the French Republic; and 
ance agreed upon the amount of the Loan, it would be endea- 
voured to consult the conyenience of the United States with 
respect to the best method of preventing its publicity. On 
reading the Speech, M. V. dilated very much upon the keen. 
ness of the resentment it had produced, and expatiated largely 
on the satisfaction he said was indispensibly necessary as a 
preliminary to negotiation, But, said he, Gentlemen, I will 
not disguise from you, that, this satisfaction being male, the 
essential part of the Treaty remains to be adjusted: il faut de 
Pargent—il faut beaucoup d argent: *© you must pay money, you 
must pay a great deal of money.“ He spoke much of the 


force; the honaur, and the jeabous Republican Pride of France 3 


and represented to us strongly the advantages which we should 
demi e from the neptrality thus to be purchased. He aid, 
that the receipt of the money might be so disguised as to pre- 
vent its being considered as a breach of neutrality by England; 
and thus save us from being embroiled with that Power. — 
Concerning the twelve hundred thousand livres little was 
sid; that being completely understood on all sides to be re- 
guired for the Officers of Government, and therefore needing 


no further explanation. These propositions, he said, being 


considered as the admitted Basis gt che proposed Treaty, M. 


- 
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Talleyrand trusted, that, by his influence wih the Directory. 


he could prevail on the Governmeat to receive us. We asked 


whether we were to consider it as certain that, without a pre- 
vious stipulation to the effect required, we were not to be re- 
ceived. He answered, that M. Talleytand himself was not 
authorized to speak to us the will of the Directory, and con- 
sequently could not authorize him. The conversation con- 


tinued till half aftet nine, when they left us 1 hating A 


to breakfast with Mr, Gerry the next morning. 


© Oftober 218t, M. X. came before nine o'clock; M. V. did 
not come until ten; he had passed the morning with M. Tal- 
leyrand. After weafzst che subject was immediately resum- 
ed. He represented to us that we were not yet acknowledged 
or received ; that the Nireftory were s0 exasperated against 


the Unite l States, as to have come to a determination to de- 


mand from us, previous to our reception, those disavowals, re- 
parations, and explanations, which were stated at large last 
evening. He said, that M. Talleyrand and himself were ex - 
tremely sensible of the piin we must fee] in complying with 
this demand ; but that the Dire&ory would not dispense with 
it; that therefore we must consider it as the indispensible 


preliminary to obtain our reception; unless we could find the 


means to change their determination in this particular: that 


if we satisfled the Directory in these particulars, a Letter would 


be written to us, to demand the extent of our Powers, and to 
know whether we were authorized to place them precisely on 
the same footing with England ?—whether, he said, our Full 
Powers were really and substantially Full Powers? or, like 
those of Lord Malmesbury, only Illusory Powers? That if 
to this de mand our ans wer should be affirmative, then France 


would consent that Commissioners should be appointed to 


ascertain the claims of the United States, in like manner ag 
under our Treaty with England; but from their jurisdiction 
must be withdrawn those which were condemned for want of 


a role d'equipage 4 that being a point on which Merlin, while 


Minister of Justice, had written a treatise, and on which the 
Directory were decided. There would, however, be no ob- 
je tion to our complaining of these captures in the course of 
the Negotiation, and if we could convince Merlin by our reason.. 
ing, the Minister would himself be satisſied with our $0 doing. 


Wie required an explanation of that part of the conversation, 


in which M. V. had hinted at our finding means to 
avert the demand concerning the President's Speech. He 
aus wered, that he was not authorized to state those means, 
but that we must search for them, and propose them ourselves. 
It, however, we asked his opinion as a private individual, and 
would receive it as coming from him, he would suggest to us 
the means which, in his opinion, would succeed. On being 


asked to suggest the means, he answered, Money; that che 
Directory were jealous of its own Honour, and of the Hohour 


of 


JJ d 0-0. 
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of the Nation : that it insisted on receiving from us the tame 


respect with which we had treated the King; that this Ho- 
nour must be maintained in the manner before required, un- 


less we substituted in the place of those reparations something 
perhaps more valuable, that was, Money. He said further, 
that if we desired him to point out the zum which he believed 
would be $atisfaftory, he would do 89. We requested him to 
proceed; and he said, that there were thirty-two mil- 
lions of florins of Dutch Inscriptions, worth ten shil- 


Unge in the pound, which might be aszigned to us at 20s, 


in the pound; and he proceeded to state to us the cer- 
tainty, that after a Peace, the Dutch Goverament would re- 
pay us the money $0 that we should ultimately lose nothing; 
and the only operation of the measure would de an advance 
from us to France of Thirty- two Millions, on the eredit ot the 
Government of Holland. We asked him whether the Fiſty 
Thousand Pounds Sterling as a douceur to the Directory, must 
be in addition to this Sum? He answered us in the affirmative, 
We told him, that on the subject of the Treaty, we had no 
hes;tation in $xying that our powers were ample ; that on the 
other points proposed to us we would retire into another room, 
and return in a few minutes wich our answer, 

We committed immediately to writing the answer we pro- 
posed, in the following words: Our powers respect ing a 
Treaty are ample ; but the proposition of a Loan in the form 
of Dutch Inscriptious, or in any other form, is not within the 


limits of our instructions; upon this point, therefore, the Go. 


vernment must be consu ted: One of the American Ministers 
will, for the purpose, forthwith embark for America; provided 
the Dire&-:ry will suspend all further captures on American 


vessels, and will zuspend proceedings on those already cap- 


tured, as well where they have been already condemned, as 
where the Decisions have not yet been rendere ; and that 
where Sales have been made, but the money not yet received 
dy che Captors, it shall not be paid until the preliminary 
Questions, proposed to the Ministers of the United States bg 
discussed and decided: which was read as a verbal answer; 
and we told them they might copy it if they pleased. M. V. 
reſused to do so; his disappointment was apparent; he said we 


treated the Money part of the proposition as if it had proceeded 
from the Directory; whereas in fact it did not proceed even 


from the Minister, but was only a suggestion from himself, as 
a substitute to be proposed Hy us, in order to avoid the pa uful 
acknowledgment that the DireQory had determined to de- 
mand of us. It was told him, that we understood that matter 


perſectiy; that we knew the proposition was in form to de 


ours; but that it came zubstantially from the Minister, We 


asked what had led to our present conversation? And General 
Pinckney then repeated the first communication from M. X. 


{to the whole of which that Gentlemen azzented} and we ob- 
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served that those Gentlemen had brought no testimonials of 
their speaking any thing ſrom authority; but that relying on 


the fair characters they bore, we had believed them when they 


said they were from the Minister, and had conversed with 
them in like manner, as if we were conversing with M. 
Talleyrand himself: and that we could not contider any - 
gestion M. T. had made, as not having been previously ap-" 
proved of ; but yet if he did not chuse to take a memo- 
randum in writing of our answer, we had no wish that 
he should do 30: and further, if he chose to give the 
answer to his proposition the form of a proposition from 
ourselves, we could only tell him, that we had no other 
proposition to make, relative to any advance of money on our 
part; that America had sustained deep and heavy losses by 
French depredations on our Commerce, and that France has 
alledged $0 [many] complaints against the United States, that 
on those Subjects we came fully prepared, and were not a little 
surprised to find France unwilling to hear us, and mak ing de- 
mands upon us which could never have been tuspected by our 
Government, and which had the appearance of our being the 
aggressing party. M. V. expressed himself vehemently on the 
resentment of France; and complained, that instead of our 
proposing some e for the repꝛrations demanded of us, 
we were stipulating certain conditions to be performed by the 


Directory itself; that he could not take charge of such Propo. * 


sitions ; and that the Directory would persist in its demand of 
those reparations which he had at first stated. We answered, 
that we could not help it: it was for the Directory to deter- 
mine what course its own honour and the interests of France 
required it to pursue: it was for us to guard the interests and 
honour of our Country. M. Y, observed, that we had taken 
no notice of the first Proposition, which was, to know whether 
we were ready to make the disavowal, repatations and explana- 


tions concerning the President's Speech, We told him that we 
 Cupposed it to be impossible, that either he or the Minister 


could imagine that zuch a proposition could require an answer : 


that we did not understand it as being seriously expected; but 


merely as introductory to the subjects of real consideration. 
He spoke of the respect which the Directory required, and 
repeated, that it would exact as much as was paid to the antient 
Kings. We answered, that America had demonstrated to the 
world, and especially to France, a much greater respect for 
ber present Goverumeat than for her former Monarchy ; 
and that there was no evidence of this disposition which 


ought to be required, that we were nat ready to give. — 


He said that we thould certainly not be received; and seemed 
to shudder at the conseguences. We told him that America 
had made every possible effort to remain on friendly term 


with France; that she was still making them: that if France 


would not Neat us, but would make War en the United 
States, 
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necessity of defending ourselves. 


The subject of our powers was again mentioned; and we. 
told him, that America was solicitous to have no more mis 


uaderstandings with any Republic, but especially with France ; 
that she wished a permanent Treaty, and was seusible, 
that no Treaty could be permanent, which did not com- 
h port w:th the interests of the parties; and therefore that he 
might be asured, that our powers were such as authorized us 
to place France on equal ground with England, in any resaects 
in which an inequality might be supposed to exist at present 
between them, to the disadvantage of France. The subject of 
the role d'equipage was also mentioned; and we asked What 
a surance we could have, it France insisted on the right of add... 


ing to the stipulations of aur Treaty, or of altering them by 
municipal regulations, that any ſuture Treaty we could make 
should be observed. M. V. said, that he did not assert the 


principle of changing Treaties by municipal regulations; but 
_ That the Directory considered its regulation concerning the 


role d'equipage as comporting with the Treaty. We observed 
to him, that none of our vessels had what the Fre ch termed 
a role d'equipage, and that if we were to surrender all the 
property which had been taken from our Citizens in cases 
where their vessels were not furnished with such a role, he 
Government would be respensible to its Citizens far the pro- 
perty. so surrendered; since it would be impossible to under- 
take to assert. that there was any plausibility i in the allegation, 
that our Treaty required a role d'cquipage. 

The subject of disavowals, &c. concerning the President's 
Speech was again mentioned; and it was observe l, that the 
Constituion of the United States authorized and required our 
President to communicate his ideas on the affaiis of the Na- 


tion ; that, in obedignce to the Constitution, he had done 0 


that we had not power to confirm or invalidate any part of the 
President's Speech; that such an attempt cauld produce no 


other effect than to make us ridiculous to the Government and 
to the Citizens at large of the United States; and to produce 
on the parf of the President, ad immediate disayowal and re- 


cal of us as his Agents z that independent of this, all America 
was acquainted with the facts stated by the President; and our 
dizavowing them would not r the public senument con- 
cerning them. 

We parted with mutual proſess ions of 8 respect, and 
with full indications, on the part of M. Y. of his expectation, 
that we Should immediateiy receive the threatened Letter. 

The nature of the above communication will evince the ne- 
cessity of secrecy; and we have promised Messrs. X. and 
Y. that their names shall in na event be made public. 

e have the honour to be, with great respect and exteem, | 

Your most o edieit humble Servants, 
CHARLES COT:#SWORTH PINCKNEY, 
J. MARSILALL, k. GERRY. 
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States, nothing remained for us, but to regret me. 8 


P. S. Oftoher®7, 17%. — The Definitive Articles of Peace, 
are signed between the French Republic and the Emperor; the. 
particulars. you will find. in the public prints, The Portuguese 
Minister is ordeted to quit France, as the Treaty with Portugal 
has not been yet ratified by the Queen. The Treaty itself is 
declared by the ire ctory to be void, Since our arrival at Paris, 
the Tribunal of Cassation has rejected Captain Scott's Peti- 
tion, complaining of the condemna ion of his vessel by he 


Civil Tribunal, for the want of a rule d'equ'ipage. Mr, — 


in behalf of the owners of the Americag veszels, who have 
appealed in the last resort to the "Tribunal, of Cassation, informs, 


that notwithstanding all che arguments made use of — 
— to put off the hearing of che Rosanna, as a diplomatic 


cage, till the iszue of our Negotiation is known, that case is set 
dowu for hearing, and will come on the 29th or 3oth,iustant, 
The game —--—— also says, that it is obvious, that the Tri- 


bunal have rece:ved instructions from the Officers of Govern. 


meat to hasten their decisions, and that it was hardly worth 
while to for all our Petitions in Cassation would be re- 
je ded. Our advocates decline giving their sentiments 


on this subject — under an apprehengion of committing chem- 


selves. 
Colonel PrcxER ING, 
Secretary of the United States. 


— — . 


PARAGRAPH OP THE P&RESIDENT'S s ren, REFER, 
KED TO IN, LETFER NO, I, UNDER THE TITLE, 


OF EXUIBLT As ey 


With this conduct of the French Government it will de pro- 
per to take into view the public audience given to the late Mi- 
Huster of the United States, on his taking leave of the Execu- 
tive Directory. The Speech of the President discloses senti- 


ments more alarming than the refusal of a Minister, because 
more dangerous to our Independence and Union, and at the 
same time stud iouslymarked wich indignities against the Covern- 
ment of the United States. It evinces a disposition to separate 
the people of the United States from the Government; to per- 
zuade them, that they have different affections, principles, and 
interests from those of their Fellow- citizens, whom they 


themselves have chosen to manage their common concerns z 


and thus to produce divisions fatal to our peace. Such attempts 
onght to be repelled with a decision which shall convince 
France and the world, that we are nat a degraded peop! le, hu- 
miliated under a colonial sense of ſear, fitted to be the mise- 
rable insttuments of foreign influence, and regardless of na- 
tioual honour, charafter, and interest. 

II. 

The diplomatic intereourse between France and che Unite 
States being at present suspended, the Coverument has no 
means of obtaining official inſormation from that Country; 
nevertheless, there is redson to believe that the Executive Di- 


rectory 


 reflory passed a Decree, on the 2d of March last, contravening 


in part the Treaty of Amity and Commerce of 7778, injurious 
to our lawful Commerce, and endangering the Lives of our 
Cititens. A Copy of this Decree will be laid before you. 
1II. 

While we are endexvouring to adjust our differences with 
France, by amicable Negotiation, the progress of the War in 
Europe, the depredations on our Commerce, the personal in- 


juries to our Citizens, and the general complexion of affairs, 
render it my indispensible duty to recommend to your consider - 


ation effeRual measures of defence. 
* p IV. 

It is impos ible to tonceal from ourselves or the world; 
hit has been before observed, that endesvours have been 
employed to ſoster and establish a division beta cen the Go- 


verument and the People of the United States. To investi- 


gate the causes which have encourage]! this attempt is not 
necessary. But to repel, by decided and united councils, insi- 
nuations 80 derogatory to the honour, and aggressions so dan- 
gerous to the Constitution, Union, and even Independence of 
the Nation, is an indispensible duty, , 


ANSWER Or . PARRAS, 


President of the Executive Directory, to the Speech of Mr. 
' .Monzrory on taking leave, to which the Speech of tlie 


President of the United States reſers. 


(wy J 


fait faire respecter za vduve- 
rainete.. 1 | 
Quanta vous, M. le Minis- 
ters  Plenip>tentiaire, vous 
aver combattu pour les priaci- 
pes, vous avez connu les vrais 
intérets de votre patrie—partez 
avec nos regrets. . Nous ren- 
dons en vous un repregentant 1 


P Amerique, et nous retenons 


le souvenir du Citoyen dont 
les qualiats personelles hono- 
ralent ce litre. 


how to grant Peace ax it def 


to cause its Sovereignty to be 
respected. 5 

As to you. Mr. Minister 
Plenipotentiary, you have 
combatted for principles, you 
have known the true interests 
of your Country. Depart with 
our regret, la you we give 
up a Representative to Ame- 
rica, and retain the remem- 
brance of the Citizen whose 
personal qualities did honour ia 
that-title. 


4# Probably intended fot Raleigh. 
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(No. II.) 


D.ar Sir, 


Parti, Nov. th, 1597. 


We now inclose you in thicty-3ix quarto pages of Cypher, 
and in eight pages of Cyphered Exhibits, the sequel to the de- 
tails commenced in No. i. dated the 22d of last month, and 


have the honour to be, 


Your most ob2Jient humble Servants, 
CHARLES COTESWORTH PINCKNEY., 


J. MARSHALL, 


E. GERRY. 
Colonel PicxEzRtNG. 


October 27th, 1707. 


About twelve we receive] another visit from M. X. He im- 


M. Le Ministre Pléuipoten- 
tiaire des Etats Unis d' Amẽ- 
ruque. ' 

En prezeatant aujourd' hui 
au Directoire Exkcutif vos 
Lettres de Rappel, vous don- 
nez Al Europe une spectacle 
bien etrange. N 

Le France, riche de $2 Li- 
berte, entource du cortège de 
ses victoires, fort de l'estime 
de ses Allits ne 8'abaissera pas 
a calculer les zuites de la con- 
descendance duGouvernem*:t 
Ame<ricatn pour les suggestions 
de ses anciens Tyrans. Le Re- 
publique Frangaise espere, au 
tm plus que les successeuts de 
Columbus, Ramhiph, “, et 
Penn, toujours fers de leur 
Liberté, nꝰoublieront jammais 

u'ils la doivent A In France. 
Is peseront dans leur sagesse 
la magnani me bienveillance au 

Peuple Franpaise avec les at- 

tucieuses caresses de quelques 

perſides qui mèditent de le ra- 


mèner I son antique esclavage.. 


Agsurez, M. le Ministre le 
bon Peuple AmEricain que 
comme lui, nous adorons la 
Liberté; que toujours il aura 
notre estime et qu'il trouvera 
dans le gy ect xe. 
ntrositẽ R 

accorder la paix e elle 


dlicaine gui sait 


Mr. Minister Plenipotentiarv 
of the United States of 
America, 


By presenting to-day your 


Letters of Recal tothe Exe. 


cutwe DireRory, you give to 


Europe a very strange specta- 
eie 


France, rich in her liberty, 
surrounded by a crowd of vic- 
tories, strong in the esteem of 
her Allies, will not abuse her- 
self by calculating the couse- 
quences of the condescension 
of the American Government 
to the suggestious of her tor- 
mer Lyrants.— Moreover, the 
French Republic hopes, that 
the successors of Columbus, 
Ramhiph,* and Penn, always 
proud of their Liberty, will 
never forget that they owe it 
to France, They will weigh 
in their wisdom the mag- 
nanimous benevolerice of the 
French People with the crafty 
caresses of certain perfidious 
persons, who meditate bringing 
them back to their iBrmer sla- 
very; Assure the. good Ame- 
rican People, Sir, that like 
them, we adore hberty; that 
they will always have our es- 


term and that they wilt find © 


in the. French People Repub lis 
can genero$ity, which knows 


mediately mentioned the great event announced in the Papers, 
and then said, that some proposals from us had been expected 
on the subject on which we had before conversed; that the 
Directory were becoming impatient, and would take a decided 


course with regard to America, if we could not soſten them. 


We answered, that on that subject we had already spoken ex- 


plicitly, and had nothing farther to add. He mentioned the 


change in the state of things which had been produced by the 
Peace with the Emperor, as warranting an expectation of a 
change in our system; to which we only replied, that this 
event had been expected by us, and would not in any degree 
affe & our conduct. M. X. urged, that the Directory had, 
since this Peace, taken a higher and more decided tone with 
r spect to us and all other Neutral Nations than had been be . 
fore taken; that jt had been determined that all. Nations 
should aid them, or be considered and treated as their Ene- 
mics, We answered, that such an effect had already been 
contemplated by us as probable, and had not been overlooked, 
when we gave to this propayitiog.our decided. answer; and 


further, that we had no powers to Negotiate for a Loan of V o - 
ney; that our Government had not contemplated such a cir- 


cumstance in any dectee whatever; that if we Should stipulate 


a Loan, it should be a perfectly void thing, and would only 


deceive France and expose ourselves. M. X. again expatiated 


on the power and violence of France: he urged the danger ok 


our 
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Sor situation, 5 pressed the policy of $0ftening them, and of 
thereby obtaining time. The present men, he said, would 
very probably not continue long in power; and i it would be very 
unfortunate, if those who might succeed, with better digposi- 

tions towards us, Should find the two Nations in actual War. 
We answered, that if War should be ma le on us by France, 
it would be $0 obviously Forced on us, that on a change of nien, 
Peace might be made with as much facility as the. present dif- 
ferences could be accommodated + we added, that all America 
deprecated a War with F trance; but that our present situation 
was more ruinous to us than a declared War would be; that at 
present our Commerce was p undered unprotected; but that if 
War was declared, we should seek the means of protection. 
M. X. said, he hoped we should not form a connection with 
Britain; and we answered, that we hoped so too; that we 
had all been engaged in our Revolution War, and ſelt its 


injuries ; that it had "made the deepest impression on us; but knew it, and was prepared to expect it as a thing of course; 


that if France should attack us, we must seek the best means 
of self-defence, M. X. again returned to the subject of mo- 
ney: said he, Gentlemen, you do nat speak to the point it is 
money: it is exrected that you will offer money. We aid 
we had spoken to that point very explicitly: we had given an 
ans wer. No, said lꝛe, you have not; what is your answer? We 
replied, it is no; no; not a Sixpence. He again called our atten- 
tion to the dangers which threatened our Country, and asked, 
if it would not be prudent, though we might not make a Loan 
to the Nation, to interest an influential friend in our favour. 
He said, we ought to consider what men we had to treat with; 
that they disregarded the justice of our claims, and the rea- 
soning with which we might support them ; that they disre- 
garded their own Colonies ; and considered themselves as per- 
fectly invulae table with respect to us; that we could only ac- 
quire an interest among them by a judicious application of 
money; and it was for us to consider, whether the situation of 
our Country did not require that these means should be gesort- 


ed to. We observed, that the conduct of the French Govern- 


ment was such as to leave us mueli reason to fear, that, should 


we give the money, it would effect no good purpose, and would 


not produce a just mode of thinking with respect to us. He 


| said, that when we employed a Lawyer we gave him a fee, 


without knowing whether the cause could be gained or not; 
but it was necessary to have one, and we paid for his services, 
Whether those services were successful or not: $a in the pre- 
sent state of things, the money must be advanced for the good 
offices the individuals were to render, whatever might be the 
effect of those good offices. We told him there was no paral- 
lel in the cases ; that a Lawyer, not being to render the ad» 
judgment, could not command success: he could only eudea- 
vour to obtain it; and consequently, we could only pay him 


for his endeavours: but the Directory could decide on the issue 


* 
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of our Negotiation. It had only to order, that no more kad” 
rican Veszels should be seized, and to direct those now in 
custody to be restored; and there could be no opposition to the 


order. He said, that all the Members of the Directory were 


not disposed to receive our money: that Merlin, for instance, 


- was paid from another quarter, and would touch no part of the 


Douceur which was to come from us. We replied; that we 


understood that Merlin vas paid by the owners of the Priva- 


teers ; and he nodded an a$zent to the fact. He proceeded to 
press this subject with vast perseverance. He told us that we 
paid money to obtain Peace with the Algerines and with the 
Indians; and that it was doing no more to pay France for 
Peace. To this it was answered, that when our Government 
commenced a Treaty with either Algiers or the Indian Tribes, 
it was understood that money was to ſorm the basis of the 
Treaty, and was its essential Article; that the whole Nation 


but that in treating with France, our Government had $up- 
posed that the Proposition, such as he spoke ot, would, if 
made by us, give mortal offence, 

He asked, if our Government did not know, that W 1 
was to be obtained here without money? We replied, that our 
Government had not even suspected such a state of things. 


He appeared surprized at it, and said, there was not an Ame- 


rican in Paris who could not have given that information, We 
told him that the Letters of our Minister had indicated a very 
contrary temper in the Governmeat of France ; and had re- 
presented it as aQing entirely upon principle, and as feeling a 


very pure and disinterested affection ſor America. He looked 


some what surprized, and said briskly to General Pinckney; 
Well, Sir, you have been a long time in France and in Hol- 
land—what do you think of it? General Pinckney answered, 


that he considered M. X. and M. V. as mea of truth, an l of | 
consequence be could have but one opinion on the subject. 


He stated, that Hamburgh and other States of Europe were 
obliged to buy a Peace ; and that it would be equally for our 
interest to do 50. Once more he spoke of the danger-of a 
breach with France, and of her power, which nothi g could 
resist. We told him, that it would be in vain for us to deny 


her power, or the solieitule we felt to avoid a contest with it; 


that no Nation estimated her power more highly than Ames 


rica, or wished more to be oa amicable terms wich her; but 


that one object was still dearer to us than the friendship of 
Frauce- which was our National Independence: that Ame. 
rica bad taken a Neutral station; she had a right ta take it{ 
no Nation fad a right to force us out of it; that to lend a Sum 
of Money to a Belligerent Power, abounding in every thing re» 


| quisite for War but money, was to relinguish our Neutrality, $ 
and take part ia the War; to lend this money under the lach 


and coercion of France, was to relinquish the Governmeprt of - 
- © "2-0: lden 
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wem us be force , that we would make at least one manly. 
rug le before we thus gurrendered our National Indepen- 
dence; that our gaze was different from that of ane of the mi- 
not Na tions of Europe; they werk unable to maintain their. 
 Jadependence; and did not expect to do so: America way a 
treat, aod; 20 far as concerned her Self- deſence, a.powerful 
Nation babe was le uo maintain. her Independence ; and, 
mute deserve to loss it, if be permitted it. to be wreated from, 
bert that France and Britain had been at War for near fifty 
* yeirt of the last hundred, and might probably be at War for 
Sy years of the Century to come; that America had no mo- 
wives which could induce her to involve herself in those Wars; 
and: that, if *he now preserved her Neutrality and her Inde · 
yeadence, it was moet probable that she would not in future be 
afraid, us che had been for four years. pat; but if she now sur- 
xendered her rights of Self-goverament to France, or permit. 
ted them to be torn. from her, she could not expect. to recover 
them, er de remain Neural. in any future War. He said that 
France had lent us Money during our Revolution War, and 
wily-reguired that we chould nom exhibit the ame friendship 
fas her. We answered, that the cases were very different; 
that Americs $olicited a Loan from France, aud left her at 
liberty to grant or refuse it 3. but that France demanded it from 
Amgcicay and left us no choice on the subject. We also told 
hink there was another difference in the cases; that the money 
was lent by France fer great National and French objects; 
u n lent to mam a Rival, and an Enemy whom she hated 3 
that the modey, if leat by America, would not be far any Ame- 
dean objects. but to enable France to extend. still further her 
conquents. The convertation continued for nearly two hours; 
nad the public and private advance of money was pressed and 
repramed-in a variety of forms. At length M. X. said that he 
did nothlame us; thatour determination was certainly proper, 
if we could keep it: but he ahewed decidedly his opinion to be 
that we-could not keep it. He said that he would communis 
cate, as neatly 23 he coul. our convertation to the Minister, 
or to M. V. t be tires by him to the Minister; we are not 
certain which. We then separated. ' On the 24d of October, 
M. Z. a French Gentleman of reepectable character, inform, 
ed Mr; Gerry, that M. Talleyrand, Minister of Foreign Re- 
tations, who profecged to be well-disposed towards the United 
Staten, had expected to have seen the American Ministers 
Hequemy in their private capacities; and to have .canferred 
with them individually an che objects of, their missiog; and 
Had authorized M. Z. to make this communieation-to Mr. Ger- 
77. The latter tent for his Colleagues ; and a conſerence was 
held with . Z. on the vubjeR, in which Gen- Ninckpoo-and 
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wainted with M. Talloyrand, ther e 
call on him; but that, agcording to the custom of France, he 
might expect this af Mr. Gerry. from a previous acquaintapge 
in America, This Mr. Gerry reluctantly complied with on 
the 23d,. and with M. Z. called. on M. Talleyrand, whoy not 
being thea at his office, appointed the 28th for the interviews 
After the firzt introduction, M. Taleyrand began the confes | 
rence. He zaid, that the Directory had passed an Arrete, 
which he offered for peruaal, in which they had demanded of 
the Envoys an explanation of some parts, and 2 reparation for 


others, of the President's Speech to Congress of t he 16th of 


May last: he was sensihle, he said, that difficulties would exist 
on the part of the Envays, relative to the demand: but that by 
theic offering money, he thought he could prevent the effect of 
the Arrete, M. Z. at che request of Mr, Gerry, having stated 
that the Envoys have no such powers ; M. Talleyrand repliedg 
they can in auch case take a power on themselves; and propos» 

ed that they should make a Loan. Mr. Gerry then addressed 

M. Talleyrand distinctly in English, which he said he under- 
stood, and stated, that the uncasiness of the Directory result- 

ing from the President's Speech was 3 ꝛubject unconnected 
with the objecta of the mission; that M. Barras, in his Speech 
to Mr. Munroe, on his recal, had expressed himself in a man- 
ner displeasing to the Government and. Citizens of the United 
States z that the Prevident, as the Envoys conceived, had 
made such observatiqns on M. Barras's Speech as were neces» 
$ary to vindicate the honour of the United States; that this 

was. not considered by our Government as a ubje of dispute 
between the two Nations; that having no instructions respect. 
ing it, we could not make any explanations, of reparations res 
lating to it ; and. that M. Talleyrand himself was $ufficiently 
acquainted with the Constitution of the United States to be 

convinced of the truth of chese observations. 

Mr. Gerry further stated, that the powers of the Envoys, * 
they conceived, were adequate to the discussion and adjust · 
ment of all points of real difference between the two Nations $ 
that they could alter and amend the Treaty; or, if necessary 
form a new one: that the United States were anxiqusly deuity 
ons af re moꝝ ing all causes of complaint between themselves and 
France, and of renewing their former friendship and inter» 
course on-terms which should be mutually honourable and he. 
neficial to the two Nations but not on any other terms z that 
as to Loan, we had no powers whatever to make one; that if 
we were to attempt it we ahould deceive himself and the D 
rectory likewise, which as men of honour we could not do 3 


dut chat we could send one of our number for instructions om 


this proposition, if deemed expedient, provided that the other 
obe cts of the Negotiation cauld be discussed and adjusted: that 
* a desire to ppaſet with the Envoys indivi- 

| dually. 


gelaye! on __ account. 


dos ny. it w e with of Mr. Gerry that tuch a conference 
chouid take place, and their opinions thus be ascertained, which 
he tonceired cbrresponded with his own in the particulars men- 


 fion&d.* N. Talleyrand, in answer, said, he should be glad to 


confer with the other Envoys individually, but that this mattet 


about the money must be settled directly. without sending to 


America ; that he would not communicate the Arrete for a 
week ; and that if we could ad just the difficulty respecting the 
Speech, an application would nevertheless go to the United 
States for a Loan. A Courier arrived at this moment from 
Italy, and M. Talleyrand appearing impatient to read the let- 
ters, Mr. Gerry took leave of him immediately. He followed 
to the door, and desired M. Z. to repeat to Mr. Gerry what 
he, M. Talleyrand had sald to him. Mr. Gerry then returned 


to his quarters with M. Z. took down the particulars' of this 


* as before stated, sent for Generals Pinckney and 

arshai., and read it to them in the presence of M. Z. who 
Wa it. Generals Pinckney ind Marshall then desired 
M. Z. to inform M. Talleyrand that they had nothing to add 
© this conference, and did not wish that the Arrete NE be 


| ; October 2915. 

5 M. x. again called on us. He said M. Tale yrand was ex- 
tremely anxious to be of service to us, and had requested that 
dne more effort should be made to induce us to enable him to 
be 30. A great deal of the same conversation which had passed 
at our former interviews was repeated. The power and tite 
haughtiness of France was again displayed to us. We were 
told, that rhe DestruBtion of England was inevitable: and 
chat the Wealth and Arts of that Nation would naturally pass 
over to America, if that event should find us in peace. To 
this observation we replied, that France would probably forbid 
America to receive them, in like manner as she had forbid 
Switzerland to permit the residence in its country of a British 
Minister.—We told him also, that we were sensible of the va- 
lue of Peace, and therefore sought it unremittingly, but that 
it was real Peace we Sought for, and real Peace * which 
c See be desirable. 

The sum of his proposition was, that if we would pay, by 
way of fees (that was his expression) the sum of money de- 
nranded for private use, the Directory would not receive us; 
bat would permit us to remain in Paris as we now were; and 
we should be received by M. Talleyrand, until one of us could 
'g> to America and consult our Government on the subject of 
the Loa: These were the circumstances, he said, under 
Which the Mini: ter of Portugal had treated? We asked 
him if, in the mean time, the Directory would order the 
American Property not yet passed into the hands of the 
Privateetsmen, to be restorcd. He! said explicitly chat they 


(20) 


would not, We asked him, whether they would supend ſur- 
ther deptedations on our Commerce? He said they would 
not: but M. Talleyrand observed, that on this subject we could 


not sustain much additional injury, because the winter teasem 


was approaching, when few additional captures would be made. 
We told him that France had taken violently from America 
more than Fifty Millions of Dollars, and treated us in every 
respect as Enemies, in return of che friendship we had man- 
fested for her; that we had come to endeavour to restore 
harmony to the two Nations, and to obtain compensation for 
the injuries our Countrymen sustained, and that in lieu of this 
compensation, we were told that if we would pay Twelve 
Hundred Thousand Livres, we might be permitted to remain 


in Paris; which would only give us the benefit of seeing 


tlie Plays and Operas of Paris for the ' witter, that we 
might have time to ask from our Country to exhaust her Rds 
sources for France, whose depredations would be RG 
He again stated, that by this procedure we should suspetd a 


War; and that perhaps in five or six monthe . 
change hands, 


We told him that what we withed to see in e 
temper sincerely friendly to the United States, and really dis- 


posed to do us justice; that if we could perceive this, ve 


might not so much regard a little money, such as hel etated to 
be usual, although we should hazard ourselves by ſjving it; 
but that we saw only evidences of the most extreme hostility 
towards us: War was made upon us 30 far as France could 
make it iu the present state ot things; and it was not even 
propos ed, that on receiving our money this War should ceate: 
we had no reason to believe that a possible benefit could re- 
sult from it; and we desired him to say, that we would not 
give a shilling, unless American Property unjustiy capture 
ed was previously restored, and. further hostilities suspended; 
and that unless this was done, we did not conceive'that we 
could even consult our Government concerning à Loan ; that 
if the Directory would receive us and commence Negotiations, 
and any thing occurred which rendered a consultation of the 
Government necessary, one of us would returu to America 
for that purpose. He sid, that without this money we should 
be obliged to quit Paris ; aud that we ought to consider the 
consequences : the Property of the Americans would be con- 
fiscated, and their Vessels in Port embargoed. + We told him 
that unless there was & hops of u reconciliation, these evils could 
not be prevented by us ; and the little delay we might obtain 
would only increase them ; that our; Mission had -indiced * 
many of our Countrymen to trust their Vemels into the Ports 
ol France, and that if we remained in Paris, that very eir⸗ 
cumstance would increase che number ; and conseguiently the 
injury which our OI TROn sus tain, . _— 
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vermit herelf $0 to violate her own Engagements and the Laws 
of Nations. He expressed 'a with,” that M. V. should see us 


once more. We told him thata visit from M. V. as a private 
Gentleman, would always be agreeable to us: but if he came 
only with the expeQation that we should stipulate advances of 
money, without previously establishing a solid and permanent 
reconciliation, he might cave himself the trouble of the appli- 
cation, because it was à tubject we had considered mature ly, 


arid on which we were immoveable. IIe parted with us, say- 


Ing, if that was the case it would not be worth while for M. Y. 
to come. In the evening, While Gen. Pinckney and Gen. 
Mirshall were absent, M. V. and M. X. called, and were in- 
mT by Mr. mann us the next morning. 
Octaber 30. 
: * Leunediately after breakfact St rubject was rezumed, M. 
V. poke without interruption- for near an hour. He said 
chat he was desirous of making a last effort to serve us, by 
proposing something which might accommadate the differences 
between che two Nations; that what he was now about to 
mention had not by any means the approbation of the Direc- 
"ory ; nor could M. Talleyrand undertake further than ta make 
from us the proposition to the Directory, and use his iuflu- 
ence for its success; that last week M. Talleyrand could not 
have ventured to have offered such Propogitions ; but that his 
tituation had been very-materially changed by the Peace with 
the'Emperor, By that Peace he had acquired in an high de- 
'gree the confidence of the Directory, and now possessed great 
influence with that Body; that he was also closely connected 
with Buonaparte and the Generals of the Army in Italy; and 
was to be comideted as firmly fixed in his post, at least for 
five or six months: that under these circumstances he could 
undertake to offer, in our behalf, Propositions which before 
this increase of influence he could not have hazarded. M. 
Y. chen called our attention to our on situation, and to the 
force France was capable of bringing to bear upon us. He said 
that we were the best judges of our capacity to resist, 30 far as 
Teperided on our own resources, and ought not to deceive our- 
 '$elves on 80 interesting a subject. The fate of Venice was 
one which might befal the United States. But he proceeded 
to observe, it was probadle we might rely on forming a League 
with England.” If we had such a reliance, it would fail us.— 
The situation of England was such, as to compel Pitt to 
make Peace on the terms of France. A variety of causes 
were in operation which made such an effect absolutely cer- 
tain; © To.5ay nothing of the opposition in England to the Mi- 
nister and to the War, an opposition which the fears of the Na- 
tion would increase; to tay nothing of a. War against England 
*which was preparint in the North ; an Army of one hundred 
andi fifiy thousand men, under the command of Buonzparte, 
e eee el France, and aided by all the vast 
55 1 


rexources of his genius, would most probably be enabled to in- 
vade England; in which event their Government would he 
overturned ; but should this Invasion not be absalutely effected 
yet the alarm it would spread- through the Nation, the eb 
mous expence it must produce, would infallibly ruin them, if it 
was to be continued; and would drive them to zave themselves 
by a Peace; that independent of this, France possessed means 


which would infallibly destroy their Bank, and their whole 


Paper System. He said he knew very well it was generally 
conjectured, that Buonaparte would leave Italy, and the Army 
which had conquered under him, and which adored him; he 
assured [us that} nothing could be more unfouaded than 
the conjectute 3 that Buonaparte had for more than ten days 
left Italy for Rastadt, to preside over the Congress which was 
formed for adjusting the affairs of the Empire. He said that Pitt 
himself was 89.confident of the absolute necessity M Peace, that 
after the Naval Victory over the Dutch, he had siguified his 
readiness to treat on the same terms he had offered before that 
Action; we could not then rely on the assistance of England. 
What, he asked, would be our situation, if Peace should be 
made with England before our difference with France would 
de accommodated ? But, he continued, if even England should 
be able to continue the War, and America should unite with 
her, it would not be in our power to injure France. We might 


indeed wound her Ally; but if we did, it would be so much 


the worse ſor us. After having stated the dangers attending 
us, if we should engage in the War, he proceeded to the advan» 
tages we might derive from a neutral situation ; and insisted at 
large on the wealth which would naturally flow into out Coun- 
try from the destruction of England. 

He next proceeded to detail the proposi tions which are in 
$ubstance.in the Paper annexed, marked (A.)] except that he 
ingisted that we should engage to use our influence with our 


 Governmeat for the Loan. He stated expressly, that the 


propositions were to be considered as made by us; that M. 
Talleyraud would not be responsible for the suecess of any one 
of chem; he would only undertake to use his influence with 
the Directory in support of them. The proposition, he said, 
concerning a suspension of Hoxtilities on the part of France, 
was one which proceeded entirely from himself; M. Talleye 
rand had not been consulted upon it; and he could not under- 
take to say that that Gentleman would consent even to lay it 
de fore the Directory. The proposition for an advance to the 
Government of France, of as much money as was due from it 
to our Citizens on contract, and as might be determined to be 
due far Vessels improperly captured and condemned, was, . he 
said, indispensible ; unless we made that, it was unnec 
to make any other; for the others would not be received, 
He expatiated on the vast advantages we should derive from 
delay; 3 it was, he zaid, absolutely to gain our cause. He re+ 
turned 
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terne ts the danger of our ntuaſiem and the policy of making 
to. Perhaps, said he, you believe that in returning and er- 
pozing to your Countrymen the unreavonableness of the de- 
mand of this Government, you will unite them in their re-. 
$$tunce- to those demands; you are mistaken - you ought to 
know that the diplomatic skill of France, and the meant ah,⁴ 
poszexes in your Country, are vufficieat to enable her, with 
the French party in America, to hfo the blame which will 


attend the "rupture of the negociations on the Federaliots, as 


you term yourselves, but on the British party, as” France 
terms you; and you may asrure-yourvelves this will be done. 
He concluded with declarations of being perſeQtly disinterest- 
ed j and declared that his only motives for speaking thus freely 
were his friendship for Kr. Talleyrand, and his wich to No- 
rte the inte reste and peace of the United States 

We told him that the freedom with which he had $poken, 
ard which was agreeable to us, would induce us to peak freely 
also; and for once to accompany our view of the $tate 
of things with a retro*pe*t of the past ; that America was the 
only Nation upon earth which felt and had (exhibited a real 
friendship for the Reyublic of France ; that among the Em- 
pires round her, which were compelled to bend beneath her 
power, and to obey her commands, there was not one which 
had voluntarily ackriowledged her Government, or manifest« 
6d for it spontaneously, any mark of regard. America alone 
Nad stepped forward, and given the most unequivocal: proofs of 
à pure and gincere frĩiend chip, at a time when almost the whole 
European world, when Auntria, Germany, Prussia, Russia, 
Spain, Sardinia, Holland, and Britain, were leagued against 
France ;—when her zituation was in truth hazardous, and it 
bras dangerous to hold even friendly intercourze with her; 
America alone stood forward, and opetily and boldly avowed 
her enthutiasm in favour of the Republic, and her deep and 
dincere interent in her fate. 
From that time to the prevent, the Government and people of 
the United States have uniformly manifested a Sincere and ar- 
dent friendship for France, and have, as they conceive, In uc 
single instance, given to this Republic just cause of umbrage : 
it they have done $0, they wish it to be pointed out to them. 
Aﬀter the determination of France to break off all regular in- 
tercourse with them, they have zent three | Envoys Extraotdi- 
nary to endeavour to make such Explanations as might produce 
reconciliation ; these Envoys are prepared to investigate, and 
wish to investigate any meazures which may have given of. 
fence—and are persuaded that they can entirely ustify the 
conduct of their Government. —To this distant, e 
friendly Republic, what, is the conduct and the language of 


France? Wbererer our progerty.can be found, the vtizes i 


takes it hg unt anprovoled, dhe determines te treat,” us. 9K, 
Rnemies,. and our making no revistance produces no diminue, 
tion of hostility against us ; she abuzes and intuly our Covern , 
ment, endeavours to weaken it in the estimation of the People, 
ree ih her own Minister, refuges to receive ours, and when en- 


traordinary means are taken to make zuch explanations as may 


do-away mieunderatandiogs, and such alterations in the existe 
ing relations. of the. two Covntries,. as may,be mutually tatis- 
factory, and may tend to produce harmony, the Envoys wha. 
dear these powers are not received ; they are not permitted 46 


utter the amicable withes of their Country but in the baughty = 


myle of a master, they. are wid that unlees they will pays 
zum to Which their resources zcarcely extend, that they 
may expect the vengeance of France, and, like Venice, be 
erased from the list of Nations :- that France will annibilate 
the -only free Nepablc upon earth,- and the only Nation if 


the universe which has voluntarily manifeated: for, her a core 


dial and real friendship! What impretsion must this make uon 
the mind of America, if without provocation France was deter- 
mined to make War upon us, unlees we purchazed Peace? We 
could not easily believe that even our Money would tave us 
dur Independence would-never cen to give oſſence, and would 
always furnirh a pretext fof frezh demands. On the advans 
tages of Neutrality, it was unnecenary to: ay any thing z- all 
the efforts of our Government were exerted to maintain it 
and we would never willingly pare with it. With respect to 
political connection with Britain, we told him that Ameriee 
had never contemplated it. Whether the danger he repres 
teuted that Government m be in, was or was. not real, he 
would not undertake to decide—Dritin we believed had much 
feazon to wish for Peacej-and Francs. had much teazon; ta 


with for Peace alsot if Peace already existed, wn 


e thi eddy” Anattes-wncld fond. - we 

M. V. manifested the most-excenive impatience ; ha ins 
terfupted ns and said, This eloquent. dizzertation might 
true; America might have maniſented, and he believed 
maniſested great friendship for France, and had just complaints 
against her ; but he did not come to listen t be complaints, 
The Minister would, en our request, make for us certain pro 
positions to che Directory ;—he had stated them to un; 2nd 
all the answer he wished was, yes or no ; did we or did we 
zolicit the Minister to make the proposition for us > We told 
him, that without going further into the ducusion, we chosq 


to remark obe of two-things cher were, that the exiting. 


— de Pranco certain advattages which were yery, 
essential chat efpeciaily the American cost afforded a pro 
tectton per ae miles in can tothe priges made by Fravce 
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(6-646 Gould be wit for eber We 4450 told him; w 
were cbnvlaced that France miscalculated on the Patties in 
America; that tht eitferhe” injustice offered to our Country 
would unite every man afainst het; M. X. informed vs that 


M. Talleyrand Gould not consent even to lay this proposition 


beſore the Directory withoiit previously receiving the Fifty 
Thousand Pounds, or the greater part of it. M. V. left in 
writing his propesitions, and we returned the answer annexed; 

and marked (B.) g 

My Ne mber tt. 
It was at length «dad MY we . hold no more indirect 
inte rcourte wich the Goverantertt, 

9 Nivember 3d. 
M. X. called on bt, and told Cieneral Piuckney and Gene- 
tel Marshall Mr. Gerry not being within) that M. V. wished 
once more to see us. We antwered, tliat we should at any 
time be glad to see M. V. as à private Gentleman ; but that if 
Nis object was only to repeat his propositions for money, it was 
petſectly unnecestary to do zo; because on that subject it was 
impossible for us to change the auswer we hal alrea ly given. 
We told him further, that we considered it as degrading our 
Country to carry on further such an indirect intercourse as we 
had for some time submiitted to, aud had determined to receive 
no propotitions, unless the persons who bore them had acknow- 
ledged authority to treat with us. He szid, that perhaps M. V. 
might have written powers from the Minister; and we replied, 
that if he had we should receive his communications with 
pleazure. He spoke of a probable Peace with England, and, 
having requested us to be at home in the afternoon, left us. 

About thres o'clock he came, aud after some conversation, 
in which we repeated in substance what is stated above, he 
wel us a Paper, which he said was a copy of a Letter pre- 
"pared for us by M. Talleyrand, reque3ting an explanation of 
part of the President's Speech, and which he said would be 
t, unless we came into the Propositions which had been 
made us. We wished to take a Copy of it, which he declined 
permitting, saying he was forbidden to allow it, We spoke 
of the Letter coming to us as a measure we had no expeCation 
of preventing; and he said he could not understand that we 
wisbed it delayed. To which we answered, that the delay 
of a few days could not be desired, unless a hope existed, that 


the Directory might become more friendly to our Country. 


| He said that intelligence had been received from the United 
States, that if Colonel Burr and Mr. Maddison had constituted 
the mission, the differences between the two Nations would 
have been accommodated” before this time. He added, 
as a fact he was not instruRed to communicate, that M. Tal- 


| leyrand was preparing a Memorial to be dent out to the United 


States, complaining of us as being unfrieadly to an accommo- 
Jution with France. We rejlied © n from the 


United States, that the Minister's Correspondents in America 


took a good deal on themselves, when they undertook to- 


ray how the Directory would have received Colonel Burr 
and Mr. Maddison; and that with respect to the Memorial 
of M. Talleyrand, it would not be easy for him to convince 


our Countrymen, that. the statements we should mike we. 


untrue ; if, however, we were confident that our co 
duct would be condemned, M. Talleyrand might be Kae, 
that the fear of censure would not induce us to deserve 
it: but that we should ad in a manner which our own judg- 
ments and consciences would approve of; aud we trusted we 
should be supported by the great body of candid and honest 
men. In this conversation we again stated, that America had 
taken a neutral position j that she Had faithfully sought to 
pregerve it; that a Loan of Money to one of the Beiligerent 
Powers was directly to take part in the War; and that to 
take part in the War against her own judgment and will, 
under the coercion of AGIs was to n our Inde- 
. 8 ; 


— 


EXHIBIT A. 


Claclosed in the Envoys' Letter of November 8, 1797, No. 2 } 


The American Envoys shall remain here for six months, in 


the zame manner and upon the same footing, with regard to 


as did M. d'Aranjo, the Envoy of Portugal, 
II. 

There shall be named a Commission of five Members, agree 
ably to a form to be established, for the purpose of deciding up- 
on the reclamations of the Americans, relative to the Prizes 
made on them by the Freach Privateers, 
| ' / : 

The American Envoys will engage, that their Government 
hall pay the indemnifications, or the amount of the sums al- 
ready decreed to the American Creditors of the Fre: ch Re- 
public, and by the Commissioners. This pryment $hall be 
made under the name of an advance to the French Republic 
who shall repay it ina time and a manner to be agreed upon. 

IV. 5 

One of the American Envoys shall return to America, to 
demand of his Government the necessary Powers to pur- 
chase, for cash, the thirty-two millions of Dutch Rescriptions 
belonging to the French Republic, in case the Eavoys should 
conclude a Treaty which shall be approved by the two Na- 
tions, ; 5 


etiquette, as 


7 ö V. 
- In the interval, the Definitive Treaty shall proceed for the 
termination of all differences exiting between the French 
Republic and the United States, $0 as that the Treaty may de 
concluded 1 va the return of the . 
VI. 


- 


The question of the role d'<quipage shall remain su>pended 
vutil the return of the Deputy, and the Commission Shall not 
pronounce upon any reclaznaiion where this point ele in 
question. ur 


During the six months granted for the going and returning 
of the Deputy, hostilities against the Americans shall be'sus- 
pended as well as the process for condemnation de fore the 
Tribunals: and the money of the prizes already condemned, 
in the hands of the Civil Officers of the nation shall remain 
8 there. without being delivered to Us e until the 
return of the deputy, 


*— 


EXHIBIT B. 
Received with the Envoys' Lever No. 2, dated ns Novem 
ber, 1797.) 
The Envays Extraordinary and Ministers hos of 
the United States, cannot avoid observi ing the very unusual 8i- 
tuation in which they are placed, by the manner in which. they 


are alone permitted to make communications on the objects of 


their mission: They are called upon to pledge their Country 
to a very great, amount, to answer demands which appear to 
them as extiaordinary as chey were unexpected, without being 
permitted to discuss the reason, the justice, or the policy on 
which those demands are founded, and not only without a8- 
surances that the rights of the United States will in future be 
respected. but without a document to prove that those to whom 
they are acquired ro open themselves without reserve, and at 
whose instance they are called on to sacrifice 80 much, are em- 
powered, even by the Minister, to hold any communication 
with them: Vet such is the anxious and real solicitude of the 
Envoys to geize any occasion which may afford a hope, how- 
ever distant, of coming to those explanations which they $0 
much wish to make with this Republic, that they pass over 
te uncommon and informal modes which have been adopted, 
and will aa consider the Propositions themselves. 

1. — 

The Ministers of the United States will permit no personal 
considerations to influence their Negotiations with the French 
Republic. Although they expected the extraordinary means 
adopted by their Government to reconcile itself to that of 
France would have been received with some degree of atten- 

tion, yet they are too solicitous to enter upon the important 
and interesting duty of their Mission, to permit themselves 
to be resiraned by forms and etiquette, 

II, 


| Oni this Anil it is blieved hers. can hs rennt. 


I= MOVES 
This &rticle, as explained, would oblige the Vpited. States 
0 alvancs, not (o.their:awo. Citizens, hut: to. the Gene ẽnt 
" af Frauce, sums equivalent to the depredations made by the 


* 


124) 
Corsairs of the Republic on the American Commerce, and % 


the Contracts made with their Citizens by France; and this 


advance, instead of benefitiag the Citizens of the United | 


States, would leave them precisely what they now are, the 
Creditors of the French Republic ; ; the more extensive the 


depredations, and the more considerable the contracts uncom- 


plied with, the more would the G overnmeat of France receive 
from the United States. Independent of these objeQions, the 
Kinisters of the United States cannot engage to assume, in any 
form, the debts due from France to their Pellow-citizens ; 
they have no zuch power. DIY 
IV. 

17 the Negotiations be opened, and the 83 for 


Loan, or any other Propos itions, exceeding the powers of ne 


Ministers, be made, the Goverament of the United States will 
be congulted thereon with expedition, 
V. 


This or 'any other Propotition, having for its object the 


claims of the two Nations on each oth er, or an accommoda- 


tion of differences, will be embraced with ardour 25 the Mis 
pisters of the United States. 


VI. 0 
It cannot escape notice, chat the question of the Rle d k- 


quipage may involve! in it every Vessel taken from the Unicel 


States: the Ministers, however, consider it, _ wish ty cake 
it up as a subject of Negotiation. N 
VII. 
On this Article i it is only to be cet that the eaten of 
the year is Such, as probably to render a return within six 
months, of the Envoy who might Sail to the United States, 
impracticable: provision should be made for such an event. 
If the difficulties attending the propositions for a Loan and a 
compensation tor past injuries be such as to require time for 
their removal, the Ministers of the United States propose that 
the discussions on the relative situation of the two Counries, 
may commence in the usual forms ; that the relation to each 
other may be s8 regulated, as to obviate future misunderstand- 
ings; and that the adjustment of the claims of the Citizens of 
the United States, whose Vessels have been captured, may be 
made after a decision on the point first mentioned. 


17 85 


No diplomatic gratification can precede the ratificaſion of the 


Treaty. 


; . 


— — 


(No. III.) EEE 
PTE: Paris, November 27, 1797. 
bn 51K, 


On dhe g lch ingtant. We Mas witted the ovine Nen 
Leier taithe Minister of Foxeign Aﬀiirs, 


5 0 


Citizen Minister. Ry K 
« The Ungeraigned Eny9ys, Exicaordingry 200 Waser 

| Plenipotentiary of the United States of Am<rica to the French 
| Republic, 


24 44 


625 


Republic, had the honour of announcing to you officially, on 
dle och of October, cheir arrival at Paris, and of krezenting to 
vou on the Sch, a Copy of their Letters of, Credence. Vour 

declaration at that time, that à Report on Amexican Affair 
v then preparing, aud would in a fe days be laid beforg the 


' PiceQbty, whoze decision thereon should, without delay, be 


* 


-- 


mad known, bas hitherto impoged silence on them. Fox this 
'' which go intetegting an event could not fail to excite, and with 


that respect which is due to the Government of France, They 


| have nat yet received jt; and 20 much time has been permitted 


ta elapse, 9 critical is the situation of many of their Country- 


men, and s; embarrassing is that of the Underzigned, both ag 


it tespocts chemselves and the Government they represent, 


that they can no longer. dispenze with the duty of goliciting 


Jour attention to their mission. 
The United States, Citizen Minister, at an epoch which 
A .evinced their sinceruy, have given incontestible proofs of their 


grdent friendship, ot their affection for the French Republic: 2 
theze weie the result, not of their unparalleled prowess "and 
power, but of their confidence in her j justice and magnanimity ; 
and n zuch high estimation was the reciprocity of her friends 


\ 1 ship he ld by them, as to have been a primary object of national 


concern, The preservation of i it was dear to them ; the loss of 


ig a subject of un ſeigned regret, and the recovery of it, by 


every measure Which shall consist wich the rights of an indes 
pendent Nation, engages.their constant attention, The Go- 
vernment of the United States, we are authorised to declare, 
has ex:mined, with the mast scrupulous justice, its conduct 


t 1 towards i its former triend. It has been led to this by a sincere 


desire to remove of, itself every just cause of complaint; con- 
ceiving that, with the most upright intentions, such cause may 

probably exi8t ; ; and although the strĩctest search has produced 
no self. reproach, although the Government is conscious that it 
has yuiſormly sought to preserve, with fidelity, its engage ments 


to France, yet far from wishing to exercise the privilege of 


Judging for itself, on its own course of reasoning, and the lights 

its own possession, it invites fair and candid discussion; it 
solicits a recons ide tation of the past; it is persuaded its inten · 
tions, its views, and its actions, must have been mis represented 
and misunderstood ; it is convinced, the essential jnterests of 


I both Nations will be promoted by Reconciliation and Peace, | 


and it cherishes the hope of meeting with vimilar Gisporitiong 
on the part of the Directory. : 


6 Guided dy these zentiments, the President of the United 


States has given it in charge to the Undersiened to state to the 
Executive Directory the deep regret which lie feels at the loss 
or suspension of the harmony and friendly intercourse which 
subsigted between the two Republics, and his sincere wish to 


| Fer them ; 0 ducde candidly the complaints of France, 


* p * p 
9 5 


4 


and to offer frankly those of the United States ; add he has 
authorised a review of existing Treaties, and 8uch alterations 

thereof as shall consist wick che mutual interest and zatistac- 

tion of the contracting parties. 

This task the Undersigned ate anxious to —— and 

truly happy will they be, if their exertiogs can in any degree 
contribute to reptore that friendship, that mutual interchange of 


good offices which it is alike their wish and their duty to wy 


fect between the Citizens of the two Republic. 
The Undersigned pray you, Citizen Minister, 88 
tliis communication to the Exeeutive Directory, and to receive 
the assurances of their most perſect consideration. 
: (Signed) | F 
* CHARLES COTESWORTH PINCENEY, 
„ J. MARSHALL... | 
„ ELBKIDGE GERRY, 
Paris, Nov. 11, in the 224 
Year of the American Independence. 
* To the Minister of Foreign Affairs 
of the French Republic. 
No answer having been given to it on the 213t instant, we re- 
quested Major Rutledge to wait on the Minister, and inquire of 


him whether he had communicated the Letter to the Directory, 


and whether we might expect an answer: he replied that he 
had submirted our Letter to them, and that they would dire& 
him what steps to pursue, of which we should be informed. 
We have nat however hitherto received any official jatimation 
relative to this business: we age not yet received; and the 
gondemnation gf our Vesgels for want of a Role d'Equipage-is 
yaremittingly continued, Frequent and.urgent attempts have 
been made to inveigle us again into Negotiagion with pgr30ng 
not officially authorised, of which the obtaining money is 
the basis ; but we have persigted in declining to have any further 
communication relative to diplomatic business with persons of 
that description; and we mean to adhere to this determination, 
We are torry to inform you, that the present disposition of the 
Government of this Country appears to be as unſriendly to- 
wards ours as ever, and that we wes very little proapect of 
zucceeding in our Mission. 
W. have the honour to be, ä 
Your most obedient humble Servants, 
CHARLES COTESWORTH PINCKNEY, 
J. MARSHALL, | 


E. GERRY, 
Col. Pickering. 
(No, IV. | 
DEAR SI, ', Paris, Dec. 24, gr. 


We haye not yet received any answer to our Official Letter 
to the Minister of Foreign Aﬀains, dated the gleventh of last 
| month, and mentioned in Number Threr ; but reiterated 

gd 5 A 70 . Attompts 


* * F . ko © b 


(6) 


attempts 3 been made to . us in Negotiation with 
persons not officially authorized : and you will find by the Ex- 


hibits marked A. B. and C. here with sent, some important 


information relative to the views and intentions of tde · French 
Government with respect to ours. We are all of opinion, chat 
if we were to remain here for ix months longer, without we 
were to ntipulate the payment of money, and a great deal of it, 
in zome shape or other, we should not be able to effectuate the 
objects of our Mission, should we be even officially received ; 
unbest the projected attempt on England was to fail or a total 
change take place in the persons who at present direct the af. 
fairs of this Government. In this situation of matters, we 
are determined, by the tenth of next month, Should they re- 
main as they are, to transmit another letter to the Minister, 
representing as far as may * the viewsof our Go- 
verument. ; £ 
We have the honour eo * | 
Your most obedient humble Servants, 

CHARLES CO'TESWORTH PINCKNEY. 

J. MARSHALL. 

E. CERRY.. 


— 


EXHIBIT A. 
[Tncloged in the Envoys' Letter, No. 4.] 

On the 14th of December, M. X. called on me in order, as 
he said, to gain some infotmation relative to some lands in 
purchased by - for whom. . Soon afterwards Geri. 
Marshall came in, and then Mr. Gerry's' carrlage dtove into 
the yard. Here's Mr. Gerry, sald General Matshall. I am 
glad of it, said M. X. for I wished to meet all of you Gen- 
tlemen, to inſorm you that M. V. had another Message to you 
from M. Talleyrand. 1 immediately expressed my surprizs 
at it, as M. Talleyrand, M. V. and he, all knew our deter: 
ming tion to have no further communication on the subject of 
our Mission, with persons not officially authorized. He re- 
plied, chat determination was made six weeks ago; and it was 
presumed that we had changed our opinion. I said that I had 
not; and I did not believe my Colleagues had. At that mo- 
ment Mr. Gerry entered the room, and [ privately acquainted 
bim with the object of M. X.'s visit. General Marshall, 
Mr. Gerry, and myself then withdrew into another room, 
and immediately agreed to adhere to our former resolution. 
M. X was then called in: when I acquainted him, in a few 
words, with our determination: and Mr. Gerry expatiated 
more at large on the propriety of our acting in this manner, 
and on the very unprecedented way in which we had been 
treated, since our arrival. 


On the z th of December, a Lady, wh! is well acquainted 


with M. Talleyrand, expressed to me her concern that we 
were still in so unsettled a situationʒ but, adds she, why will you 


not lend us money? ff you whull but make of « tet ff 


matters. would be adjusted: and she added, "when you were - 
. contending for your Revolution, we lent yon monty. 1 men- 


tioned the very great difference there was between the titus - 
lon of the two Countriet at that period and the preverit; and 
the very different cincumstances under Which the ton wat 
made us, and the Loan demanded from us. She-replied;,we-&& 
not make a demand; we think it more delicate that the offef 
mould core from you. But M. Talleyrand has mentioned 


to me (who am surely not in his confidence); the neceity of 


your making us a Loan: and 1 know that he has mentloned it 


to two or three others, and that you have been informed of it. 
And t will assure you, that if you temain here ix thotiths longer 
you would not advance a single step furtlier in your Negocia- 
It that is the case, i replied, we may 
the, might lead 


tions, without a Loan. 
as well go away now. Why that possibly, said 
to a rupture, which you had better avoid : for We ktow we bave 
a very considerable Party in America, who are strongly in out 
interest. 
che conversation. I have only noted this part of it as expres- 
sive of what [ believe (as far as relates to the Loan and Party 


in America in their favour] to be the zentiments of the French 


Government with regard to us, 


Dec. 21, vis gh 
* 3 : 
„ 
[Inclosed in the Envoys“ Letter, No. 4. ] 
Extract from General Marshall's Journal, Dec. 17, 1797. 


1 stepped into Mr. Gerry's apartment, where 1 saw NI. Y, | 


He exptessed his regret at haviug been disabled to dine with vs 
at M. de Beaumarchais, by an inveterate tooth-ach. He then 


asked me whether J had seen M. de Beaumarchais lately: 1 ä 


told him, not since he dined with us; and that he had left us 


much indisposed. He then obse: ved, that he had not known _ | 


till lately that I was the Advocate for that Gentleman in his 


cause against the State of Virginia! and that M, de Beau- | 


marchais, in consequence of that cirrumstance, had expressed 
ꝛentiments of high regard for me, I replied, that M. de Beau- 
marchais' cause was of great magnitude, very uncertain sue, 
and consequently that a portign of. che interest he felt in it 
would very naturally be transſerred to his Advocate. 


There is no occasion to enter into à further detail of | 


CH, COTESWORTH PINCKNEY. | | 


He im- 


meJiately said (low and apart) that M. de Beaumarchan hal 


consented, provided his claim could be established, to gacrifice 
nfty thousand pounds Sterling of it, as the private gratification, 
which had been required of us, 50 


50 that the gratification might 
be made without any actual loss to the American Govern | 


ment. I answered, that 3 gratification on any ter ins, or in 


any form, was a zudject which we approached with much fear 
and difficuly, as we were not authorized * Govern- 


] 


„ 


OO 


** ö 


* zolved that we would rigidly adhere'to the rule we had adopt- 
I ted, to enter into no Negociation with persons not formally au- 


” 


(eg 


e n e nor had it been expected that one would 
be necensary ; 1 chat I could not undertake to say whether my 
colleagues would consent to it in any state of things; but I 
could undertake to 8ay, no one of us would consent to it unless 
it was preceded or accompanied by a full and entire recogni · 
tion of the claims of our Citizens, and a satisfactary arrange · 
ment-on the objecis of our mission. He said it was in the 


expectation of that event only that he mentioned it, We 


parted 3 and I stated the cqnverzation to General Pinckney, 
who was disinclined to any stipulation of the sort, and consi- 
dered it as a renewal of the old reprobated system of iadirect, 
unauthorised Negociation. 

Having been originally the Counsel of M. de Beaumarchais, 
it had determined, and 80 I informed General Pinckney, 


that 1 would nat, by my voice, establish any agreement in 


his favour; but that I would pozitively oppose any admission 
of. the claim of any French Citizen, if not accompanied with 


the ad mission of the claims of the American Citizens of pro- 


perty captured and condemned for want of a role d'equipage. 
My reatons for conceiving that this ought to be stipulated ex- 


pressly, was a conviction that if it was referred to Commis- 


tioners, it would be committing absolutely to chance as com- 


plete 2 right as any individuals ever posseszed. General | 


Pinckney was against admitting the claim at any rate, | 
After my return, Mr. Gerry came into my room, and told 


me that M. V. had called on him, to accompany him on a 


visit to M. Talleyrand ; that he proposed seeing M. Talley- 

rand, and returning the civility of the dinner; and endeavour - 
ing er ꝛome inte rcourse between him and us. 
Dec. 18. 

Gen. Pinkney and Me: Gerry met in my room; and Mr. 


Gerry detailed to us the conversation mentioned in our public 


Letter. The Proposition relative to the claim of M. de 


Beaumarchais is entirely different from my understanding of it 


in the very brief statement made to me by M. V. We re- 


| thorized to treat with us. We came also to the determination 
to prepire a Letter to the Minister of Foreign Relations, 8tat- 
ing the object of our Mission, and discuss ing the zubjects of dif 
ference between the two Nations, in like manner as if we had 
deen actually received ; and to elose the Letter with requett. 
ing the Government to open the r us, or to 
trat uh our Pazzyorts. 
- ___ EXHIBIT C. 
| [loclored i in the Envoys' Letter, No. 4.] 
Dee. 13. 
Mr. Gerry,. accidentally calling on Gen. Pinckney, found 

M. L. aud was cn informed that his object was to obtain 


another interview between the Ministers and M. V. on the 


affairs of their mission. General Marshall happening also to 
be there, we retired into another room, and immediately 


agreed to adhere to our former determination, not to have any 


more informal communications, M. X. having been called in, 


General Pjackney briefly communicated our determination: 
and Mr. Gerry observed, that he was much hurt by this pro- | 
posſtion ; that the Ministers had already proceeded farther in 


this mode of communication than perhaps they could justify : 
that they had refused, six weeks ago, to renew it; and that 


some regard ought to be paid to their feelings, which had been 
_ bufficiently mortified ; that the proposition was disrespectſul 
to the Envoys, as it deen a belief that they had lost a Sensa 


of their dignity, and were indeed incompetent to their office 


that had there been but one Envoy Extraordinary, he ought to 
| have had an audience in a ſe days ; and that for three to re» 
main between two and three months in this situation, was too 


hymiliating, too dehasing for any Nation to submit to it; that 
for his own part, had he been tent to any other Nation in Eu-. 
rope, with two-other Enyoys, he would not have consented to 
have remained in such a state ten days; ; that, knowing the 


great desire of the Government and Nation of the United 


States to be at Peace with France, he had, with his colleagues 
zubmitted to this indignity, at the risque of the severe censure 
of the former, Having also enquired of M. X. at what time 


M. Talleyrand could be seen, the forme? said he would en⸗ 
quire of M. Y. ho on the 16th, in the evening, sent in Mr. 
Gerry's absence ſrom his lodgings, a billet as follows: M., 


V. haz the honour to present his respects to Mr, Gerry, ta 


inform him that he will have the honour to wait on him to- 
moxrow morning, at ten o*clock, to go together to the Minis, 


ter of Foreign Relations. He is, with respect, AC. On 
the morning of the 17th, M. V. came in while” Mr, Gerry 
was at breakfast, not having received an answer to his note, 


and Mr. Marshall coming in, M. Y. took him aside, and 


conferred with him a considerable time; after which the for, 
mer and the rest of the family left the * and M. Y, and 


Mr. Gerry being together, Mr. G. told him that his object in 


seeing M. Talleyrand was to return a civility, by requesting 
him to fix a day for dining with Mr. C. who intended to in- 


vite his Colleagues ; by this j interview to promote, if possible, | 


3 better understanding between the Minister and the Ameri. 


can Envoys : and Mr. G. also propos ed to confer with the Mi. 


nister on the disagreeadle Situation the. Envoys were in, and 


| to tate to him gome reports which appeared to be founded, 


respecting a proposition before the Directory for sending off all 


Americans in a hort period; but Mr. Gerry added, that he 


could not hear a word off che subject of the Mission, or the 
* » 
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him on a zubject of this kind; and chat we might consider it 


28 he did, merely as a conversation terween ourselves. He 


then s stated that to measures which M. Talleyrand proposed 
being adopted, a restoration of friendship between the Repub- 
lies, would follow immediately; the one was a gratuity of fifty 
thousand pounds sterling, the other,,a purchase of thirty |, 
two, millions of Dutch Rescriptions; tha: as to the first, 
Mans, de Beaumarchais had received, in à cause de- 
pending in Virginia, between that State and himself, 
144,000 pounds sterling, that there was an appeal from the 


judgment; that he would sign an act to relinquigh forty-five 
thousand pounds, if the whole Should be finally recovered, : 


Jeaying only one hundred thousand pounds for himself 'K (hat 


. 


States, who would i in that cage, lose but a $mall part "of the 
fifty thousand pounds z that the purchase of sirteen millions of . 


Rexcriptions would amount to but one million, three hundred | 


thirry-three thousand (pounds), ix shillings and eight: penee 4 I. Talleyrand; in English, slowly, that Mz V. had stated 
tohim that morning some Propozitions as coming from. M. 


aterling; which, with - an interest of five per cent. would 
be certainly paid by the, Government of Holland to the 


United States, and leave them without any loss ; that 


more than half ché sum may now be hired in Holland, 
on the credit of the Rescriptions, and an easy arrange - 
ment be made for payment by short installments, which might 


de obtained also by a loan; that it was worthy the attention of 


the Envoys to consider, whether by so small a gacrifice they 
would establish a Peace with France, or whether they would 
rise the consequences: that if nothing could be done by the 


- Envoy9, arrangement would be made forthwith to ravage che 
coasts of the United States by Frigates from s St. Domingo; 


that small atates which had offended France were suffering by 
it; that Hamburgh and-other Cities in that quarter would 
within a month or two have their Governments changed z that 
Switzerland would undergo the same operation z and that Por- 
tugab v would probably be in a worse predicament ; that the Ex- 
pedition against England would be certainly pursued z and that 
the present period was the most favourable, if we wished to 
adopt any x measure ſor a pacification. 

_ Mr. Gerry, in answer, said, that if the French were dis. 
peed 1 to pursbe v wich vengeance the United States, they might 
perhaps ravage their Coasts, and injure them in this way, but 
they never could subdue them: the measure he thought utterly 

impragticable, even if attempted by France and her Allies. To 
which M. Y, ase med. Mr. Gerry observed further, that tlie 
ray ages alluded to would undoubtedly cloxely connect the United 
States and Great Britain, and j prevent the former from returding 


to the friendship which they have { eee Bud for Frince} that as | 


LT ** 


ject. M. V. in answer said, that Mr. Marshall had just heard 


2 * 
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i as hinted as the with of the Directory; t dall far hu e 


+- A 


to anten n r os he ya oh for more. ſreque 


that his zituation and chat of his — 2 was: extremely | 
-difficult; that the Directory was exclusively prejudiced against 


the Government of the United States, and considered - them 


as the friends of Great Britain 3 thatif the Envoys could have 


an opportunity of being heard, they could remove zuch im- 


pressions, and shew; that the Goverument were che friends i 7h 


France as much-avof Great Britaln ʒ but that the Enyoys were 


now in the most painful vituation'; that they were-treated, in 
the eyes of all Europe and of the American Government and 


Nation, with the utmost contempty and were Submitting to 


indignities which they could not reconeile to nnen 10 


justify t to their Constituents. 


M. V. said, that the observations eee e 5 


Ameriean Envoys had not experienced. worte treatment than 
other Minivters; nor indeed as bud ; that che Envoꝶ of Portu- / 


them politely + and after being 8eated,. Mr. Gerry observed 


Talleyrand, respecting which Mr. G. could give no opi- 
chat his object at this interview was, to request 


interviews . of some kind or other between himself and 
Envoys : caneeiying. that. many imagioary diffic 


ceiving the delicate part which the. Minister ol Franc ce : had te, 
act ; at this time, he did not wich M. Talleyrand to agcegt. 
the invitation, if it would subject him to incanveniences: that he, . 
wirhed to speak on, another gubje& ; and it was painful to hi 

to acknowledge, chat the precarious situation of the Eavoys was, 


gal was agait ordered to depart z and that but little ceremony l 
was obs br yed to che Envoys in zentral. M. V. and Mr. Gerry 


then took a ride ts Me Talleyrand 's Bureau, WhO recei ed 


ſ 


Such as to. render it impossible for them to take DI \ F 


for decent arrangements ; thata abort time vince he had sup- 
posed measureg were taking a ſavourable turn; but tha 
ly he had received, from various quarters, D. 
report made by the Minister of the laterior, and 1 
consideration of che Directory, for sending all 2 
Paris in enty- ſout hours: that he could nat, be r; eabon - 
sible for the truth of the information, but it FUE — 
him, as well from the variouꝭ quarters from which it came, 9 
from the intelligence of the person who gaye it to, be highly 
pos that it this was the case, it was unnecestary for the 
Du ectory, as he. conceived, to pass any A as itrespeRed 
the Envoys, for that they. would depart "From Patt bo as 


part 
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65 29. * 


j**, ©: +1 * 


r fficilly.regeized.hy this Goremment, or. 44 n 


inn 


* 


return to Patis on notice gg” Cr Re ETON to? 
open the Negociations -.- J 


M.Talleyratd e e eee, 24 r e 


tion, dut avoided saying ia word on it. He aid, that the in- 
formation M. N. had girem me was just; and might always be 


- relied on f but tharhe would reduce to writini dis propos 


which he aceordingly:didy and after he bad abe wr them to 


Mr. Gerry, he bunt the papetv ee 


4 


weir Ships in future. 25 


2 


Lows. - (See No.1. below.) {77 
ie then taid that he ꝛccepted a invitation; that he 
would dine with him the decade aſt aſter the n whe he 
was Engaged. * 
Mr. Gerty did not repädt all that he Hat wid SW, . 
havin tu doubt Ne would Edtnritunicars the Whote'ts M! Tal- 


leyradd.' Arg, after eIprelsing 1 friendihiß for the French 


"Republic, 3 and a warm gelte c new the fofmer fttdehment 
of the two "Republics, which M. Tale rand warmly recipro> 


cited Me." Gerry via lu. The read Lauge werte with im 
NM. V. . D CAKERES? C1TAL 
un 5.2 K £950 oi adn ons! » et $5 


„* Re E 


0 1. EE : 
© That 9* TY e forwitd Seer and ay: 
* France hh ren terpieeable t8 che United States, and 

"now they wih to be gerviceable tb France: undersfanding that 
the French Republic, has 16 Ntiltions of Dutch Rexcriptions to 
yell, the Vaited Stites will Purchase mem it t par, ahd will 
give her further absigtante heft lu their power, , 2 


« The firvt arrangeinent being made, the French Pens | 


Ment will take menzures for retmbursing the equitable demands 
of America arising from Prizes, and to give free Navigation 


o 
* 


—— 


(No. 5.) 


Dean StR, Piarir, Jon. 8. 7798. 


We embrace an unexpected opportunity to send you _ 


% Redacteur, “ of the 5th inst. containing the Message of the 


= DireRory to the Council of Five Hundred, urging the neces- 


Yity of a law to declare av good prize all Neutral Ships having on 


Yoard Merchandizes and Commodities, the production of Eng» 


and, or of the English possetsions, that the Flag, as they term 
It, may no longer cover the Property; and declaring further, 
Wat the Ports of France, except in ease ofdistress, zhall be shut 
paiant all Neutral Ships, which, in the course of their voyages 
Thall have touched at an English Port. A Commigtion has 
been appointed to report on tho Message, and it is 2 that 


un Decree will be paved in conformity to it. 


Nothing new bas occurred since our last, in 42 
Wt, We can only repeat, that there exists no hops of our being 


ide in a city ef mme öcher tixtiotstharthaVef- France; and to our mission will be. 


4 


in any way accomplished. We have the 
honour to be, with great respect, your most obedient Servants, | 


3 CHARLES COTESWORTH 3 
KERR th MARSHALL. 


E. CRR RT. oY „ 


| * 5 | Pickeriag, Rage. 


"POSTSCA4PT '©0. Kieler os. tus. 8 


."VETT £R;-NO; „, A BCELV AD 30 H MA 1 a cu 1798. 
ene e unanimously _ 
he Council of. Five Hundred, and we inclose a-Jourgal con- 
tadting Me accoiint. There is ho doubt but that it _— 
adopted without opposition, dy the Council of Ancients. 


„ 1 "RANSEATION. 
A4 to TAL COUNCIL or FIVE HUND-RED, OF 

IHE ISTH Nivoss, 6rn e Ern Jan, 1798. J 

' Citizens "Reprecentativer,” 

Ga this. day, the'15th of Nivose, and at da vary fone at 
#hich'the Exccfitive Directory addresses this Message to you, 
the Möonjeipal Administrators, the ] ustices of the Peace,, the 
Commissaries of the Directory, and the Superintendants vel; ; 
the Customs, are proceeding, i in all the chief places of the De- 
partments, in all the Parts, and 3 in all the principal Communes 
of che Republic, to seize the Englah Merchandise now in 
France, or introduced into its territory, in contravention of the 
Law e of the roth Brumaire, $th year  (ORtober 31, 1796. 

Such 3 1s the first act by which, now chat. Peace is given to 
the Continent, the War declared long vince against England, 
is about to assume the real character that becomes it. The 
French will not suffer a power, which seeks to found its pros- 
perity upon the misfortune of other Nations, to raite its Com- 
merce upon the ruin of that of other States, and which aspiring 
to the dominion of the Seas, wishes to introduce, every where 
the Articles of its own Manufacture, and to receive nothing 
from Foreign industry—any longer to enjoy the fruit of its 
guilty speculations. 

- The English Governtfent has kept in pay, during the War, 
the Coatesced Forces with the produce. of its Manufactures. 
It has violated all the principles of the Law of Nations, in 
order to shackle the relations of Neutral Powers i it has caused 
to be seized the Provisions, Corn, and Commodities, which it 


1 


4 0 . 4 


dupposed to be destined for France : It has declared 4ontra. 


band every thing which it thought could be useful to the Res 
public : It desired to $tarve it.— All the Citizens call for ven- 
nee. 
2 it had to fear the capture of vessels ailing under * 
Flag, it corrupted Foreign Captains to induce them to take on 
board their vessels English Merchandize, and thus to introduen 
it, by atratatzem, by fraud, or otherwise, into other 5 and 
3 08 into the Freach Reyublic, 


is 0094 LUO IS" 


4 Fei Neutral Powers Hell hate perceived, that, by this 
_ conduct, their Merchants too part in the War, and that they | 
ent axzistance to one of the Belligerent Powers, 

We serve à Party as well when we procure for it the means 
of augmenting its forces, as when we unite ourselves to those 
which it has. The Neutral Powers should have perceived, 
that England, by stopping the vestels of other Powers, laden in 
their respective Port, and destined for France, by permitting 
Articles, coming from her own ManufaQtories, alone to cireu- 

nate, aimed at an erelusive Commerce, and that it would de 
necessary to seek reparation for uch an attempt. a = 

The ordinante of the Marine, and the here eo 176% 
have declared lawful prize, the vessels and their Cargoes in 
which is found English merchandize belonging to enemies. 
These provisiots zhould be extended. The interest of Europe 
requires it, 

The Directory thinks' it orgent and noconary to 2008 2 Law 
declaring thatthe character ot retselt. rolative to their quality of 
Neutral or Enemy, chall be determined by their cargo, and the 
- cargo thall be no longer covered by the Flag; in consequence, 
that rvery vessel found at sea, having on bdard English provi. 
vions and mprchandize as her cargo, in whole or in part, Shall 
he declared lawſul prize, whas&ever may be the proprietor of 
these provisions or merchandize: which shall be reputed con · 
traband. ſor this cause alone, that they come from England « or 
| her pos ess,nrs. 

It would be useful 8 at the same time, that except 
1 the case bf distręss, the ports of the Republic shall be shut 
to all Foreign Vessels, which, in the course of their voyage, 
abel! have entered those of England. The Executive Direc- 
50. j regents you, Citizens Reprezentatives, er how 
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mediures, ane Les ee den . 
je, nor complain of them, unless it be already abandoned to 
England; The infallible effect of the measure is to enhance 
the value of the produce of their own toil and industry, to in- 
creade the prospe of their Commerce; to repel every thing 
that comes from nme, 
clus ion of the War? 4 

Such are the motives which indute the Executive DireQory... 
to invite you; Citizens Representatives, to take the ohe of , 
this Message into the most prompt consideration 


— 0 


5% Sure P. BARRAS, President. R Fd 
25 3b \ LAGARDE, e Genes. 


FAAN Of. 4 DECREE KEPORTED AT NM. inis 10 ; 
. TUE COVNCILOF TLVE RUNDAED,IN ITS 81TTING, 
07 rA. Hrn OF JANUARY, 1798, TRANSLATED. 
. FROM A FARIS PAPER, ENTITLED JOURNAL DU, 
son, OF TUE, SAMB DAY, INCLOSED. IN THE. 
-TALPLICATE OF THE e xo. 8. 
par tb STN IAN AAT 1798, ; 


40 First, The character of a vemel, relative to the * 
of Neuter or Enemy, is determined by her cargo. 

In consequence, every vesgel loaded in, whole or in part 
with Epglith Merchandize, is declared lawfyl prize, whocyer 
the owner of the said merchandize may be. 

« ad, Every fareign vessel, which, in the courte of her voy- 
age, hall have entered an English Port, shall not enter Era 


except in case of distress : he shall depart thence as $000 


the causes of her entry shall have.ceased, . 
© This Decree was e . e 
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